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Gentlemen . . . The King! 

The world listened to the voice of Prince Edward 
Windsor, late King of England, on the night of 
Friday, December ii, 1936. Clearly he spoke, 
only once did his voice falter at what was obviously 
'a reading slip, and at the conclusion of his few 
sad words, he cried — “God save the King!” The 
reign of liis brother George VI began that day, 
at the moment of Edward VIIPs abdication, for 
the King can never die. On the death or abdica- 
tion of one monarch, his successor reigns; there 
can be no interregnum. At 11.55 in the night of 
January 20, 1936, when, not only Britain and its 
Empire, but all the world lost a man loved and 
respected, a man who had faced bravely the chaos 
of a terrible war and had come through, after 
weaker monarchies had crashed, with greater 
prestige tlian ever, at that moment the son of 
George V, the Prince of Wales, became King 
Edward VTII. “Le roi cst mort, le roi est vifi” 
the heralds cried in earlier days; they wrenched 
off their coals and put on new coats, while the 
officers of the royal household flung their staves 
into the dead ICing’s tomb. These gestures are no 
longer ncccssar>' since an Act of 1910 decreed that 
the death of a sovereign does not affect the servants 
of the Crown. There is no pause in government. 
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CROW}{ED KING OF ENGLAJ^D 

Friends and relatives might mourn and the people 
sorrow, but world affairs go on. The man dies 
or abdicates, but the nation which that man 
represented remains as firm as ever: kingship 
continues. 

After George V had died, from St, James’s 
Palace and from three points in the city the heralds 
proclaimed the accession of their “only lawful 
and rightful liege Lord Edward the Eighth, by 
the grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the British Dominions beyond the seas. King, 
Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India,” and 
eleven months later with identical words they 
were proclaiming the accession of his brother. 
King George VI. 

Eleven months of great promise ... to end 
so sadly and suddenly when with a decided yet 
shaking hand King Edward at Fort Belvedere 
signed a typewritten document — ^not on official 
parchment, but on common foolscap paper — ^in 
the presence of his three brothers. 

That document gave the throne to the Duke of 
York. 

We shall never know the truth of all the happen- 
ings preceding that tragic moment. We are too 
close to the event to see clearly, and had to remain 
silent while our beloved Edward put aside the 
crown of his ancestors. 

There is no precedent in English history to 
which we can turn. Edward II, Richard II, and 
James II all abdicated, but their abdications were 

forced upon them; they were kings deemed — 
12 



GENTLEMEN . . . THE KING ! 

iukI justly so — unfit to reignj Edward VIII, how- 
ever, of his own free will, stepped from the ancient 
tlironc. All had best be left now in silence, no 
matter how we may personally feel; what sympathy 
for, or even objections to, the King’s act we may 
have, this is not the place to discuss the question. 
Only later historians, armed with all secret docu- 
ments, will be able to discover the truth, and to 
estimate Ed^vard’s value both as man and King. 
We can but say that his brief reign showed 
enormous promise. For 325 days he ruled the 
Empire, and became one of the most popular 
monarchs this country has ever known: it is the 
shortest reign in our history for the last 372 years. 
Discounting Queen Jane, this record of royal 
brevity is held by Edward V who, fourteen days 
after his accession, was found to be illegitimate; 
with Harold II coming next, for after a nine 
months’ rule he died magnificently at Senlac, 
battling with the Norman invader. 

A reign of such promise was Edward VIII’s 
that its glamour is unfortunately liable to shadow 
the opening years of George Vi’s. Most democratic 
of princes, Edward proved the paradox that 
democracy is firmer under a wise king than 
under a wise president. 

So brief, so tragic a reign, and one so full of 
promise. 

In ages past, men fought to gain tliat crown, they 
nnirdcrcd, plotted, stole to gain it. But the outward 
shows of life, the pagcantr>' of power, does not 
Keep the same fascination for men to-day. 
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CROWDED KIXG OF E X G L A X D 

William I invaded the country; he struck dov/n 

llarold the elected Kint^; he fout^ht against the 

people, just to gain that power — the crown of 

England. Others that came after plotted together; 

William’s sons rebelled, eager to tear him down; 

anti later generation scjuabbled, lulled, all to hold 

the sce.j)tre in uneasy fingers; .Ste{)hen and ^latilda 

bringing such anarchy into fuigland that men 

swore that Ohrist and the saints were asleep; 

Henry II pushing .St<'phen aside, and then Henry’s 

own sons turning against their father, until the 

violent hatred of one -later Richard I — and the 

treachery of another -later John - - killed the poor 

King and gave the power into their hands, so that 

now brother could turn against brother in deep 

and jealous enmity. Again and again — murder so 

that the crown should fall: Edward H killed in so 

diabolic a fashion that one winces at the memor)'’, 

while his adulterous Queen lav in the arms of the 

‘ 0 

lover who slew her lord; and then lier son’s 
vengeance on that same lord when at last he had 
grown to man’s estate. There is much blood upon 
the crown of England . . . Richard II wlio dis- 
appeared from history when his cousin wrenched 
the throne aside; and the tragic slaughter of the 
Wars of the Roses until poor witless Hcnr)" VI 
was probably slain by orders of Edward IV. The 
talc continues: the mystery of Edward’s sons, the 
so-called Princes in the To^\'cr, \\'lio vanished so 
peculiarly and so subtlcly that to-day no man 
can tell where lie their bones. 

Blood upon the ancient cro\vn . . . until ^vitll 
the rise of parliament in the seventeenth centuryj 
14 



gentlemen . . . THE KING/ 

the gradual destruction of the insane belief in 
the divine rights of Kings brought peace by 
robbing Kings of absolute power. 

To-day no King would want that power: he 
can leave ruthlessness in tlie hands of dictators, 
for his hold upon the people is no longer one of 
fear and tyranny. He rules almost equally by 
election as by descent. He leaves the guidance of 
affairs to the people, through their elected parlia- 
ments, and rarely interferes with the constitution. 
Nevertheless, we have a perfect right to suspect 
tliat much goes on behind the palace walls of 
which we know but litde. The King may seem a 
kind of figurehead — that is his protection — but if he 
wished to exert his potver the people would un- 
doubtedly most gladly follow him, because they 
know that he is no politician eager for gain. What 
can be given the King that he does not already 
possess? — only freedom. Freedom is the King’s 
great sacrifice. He gives liimself utterly and 
receives nothing in return, nothing but pain and 
trouble and tremendous worries. Ask any man in 
the street if he would be King, and few indeed 
would answer “yes.” The people understand and 
sympathise with the King’s position, and they 
appreciate his thankless sacrifice. They do not 
envy him as dictators can be envied and hated. 

The man has become a symbol — a symbol of a 
nation, as a priest is a symbol of his god. We must 
never forget that Kings are as human as you and 
1; that tlicy, too, suffer and know private troubles; 
that the crown and the robes and tlie glory of 
the tlironc do not steal humanity from them. 





sappjy -sjuapuodsajJOD uSp.ioj .iDAop pm? ^mipSiA 
uopuG^; m GJt? 0J3ip :inq ^ss3uq-G0A\ Xut? :)noqi? 
Ajpjnj^u sr ss9jd qspijg oi|jq •sjodr:dsA\oti oip j'o 
9sn-BD3q snonpj-B Apnop opt?m U99q oA-eq ‘m?iimqin 
AjpDpoBjd j^add-B oi Supq u-Buinq t? jo iduia^T? 
siqi 'uopisod SIq:^ jo sappoqjip 9ip sA^pcA\oii 
puB fAj:}unoo jpq:^ jo pqmAs sq^ si oq osni?Doq 
2 ui-; 5 J jiaqj ui A\Bq ou 9q tjsniu 9.t9q^ ^iopo9j,i9d 
puBUiap Aaq:^ ^ja^SBm snopaf 9 jb ajdoad aqj;^ 

i: 

paSpaq aauo qopA\ A 4 raTATp :jBq:} jo aoB^d aip uaqi?} 
SBq :iBq:^ Aaaiaas ppqjo aq:i jo astiBaaq ‘uijojjad 
;qSim aq ssaupooS j9Aa:jBqAi paiBpajddi? aq 
jouuBo ipioA\ pai asoqAi ajnSq ^snSm? snopia^sAm 
B fuiaq; joj Apuaps ‘A]Sunpun qjOA\ ^sniii aq 
fajdoad aqi jo pBO aq; ;b jaAa joj aq ;snm aq t Aaqo 
ssapq;jaAaTi ;sniu aq ‘jaA\od pa;raiqun ApuajBddB 
snoa§BjnoD b ‘qnaqj^p b st ;j 

*jaA\od UT ;uauiujaAoS aq^ 
o; ;joddns aAiS aSpsaad siq pB q;TA\ puB ‘saqsTA\ 
spydoad aq; ;ajdja;uT o; ;dma;;B o; sr op ubo 
aq ;Bq; jiy -aini ;Bq; qsTA\ ajdoad aq; asnBaaq ;t 
s;daD3B aq ‘Aj;sraTui b aqqsrp ApApoB ppoqs aq ji 
ja;;Bm oj^ •A;jaqq jo uBipjBnS aq; sb spuB;s §ui>i 
aq; ^aaou p;un fpanupnoa AoBjaomap jo uopnpAa 
pnpBj§ aq; spqAV ‘saAq jpq; ;so-[ jo pap aABq sSui-jj; 
puB ^ap;Bq aq; ui paip aABq uam aABjg ’pspi 
siq; a;Baja o; saTjn;uao uaqB; SBq ;i -opBaaomap 
sr ;i asriBoaq anbran sr puB^Sug; m AqojBuoiu anx 

•dpsjo;B;oTp 

puB AqojBuom uaaA\;aq j^nS daap aq; sr ;Bqx 
•;uBAjas aq; pps sr ‘japBaj aq; q§noq;|B ‘Siirq 

lOKII 3HZ • * ' 



81 

psjzzBp rjsTpojq pire jsip-Bj sTq jo 

s 9 inSp stp p3AOin sa’Bjax'B tutix ^lojsq *noTss3DD-E srq 
jnim Aiop’eqs ^ip nr pooi^s sq ‘uos pnoDSS sip Snisq 
•iaO siBDqsp puB ipo^Tp 12 ST innx Sjojsq qs^x 
;ATp uoin pSAO xissp asoinxi 2 ii 2 ip STreoixinq iz Sinjnp 
jsqioiq psjop-s itb mop snojq:} sip nsqsi SBq sjj 
•sSjos 0 Snrp joj .{qi'^diii-vs Stnxssj dxoq xorraHO axQ 

•sssirsnoTOsnoD-jx^s inoippv iob 
01 ^psmO-Mim ‘.{xirap siq ippM snox^ oq aq 
imo dpmj fsjq jo ssjnsBsxd sxdmis sqi Xofus sq 
11120 psopm -qomp; *nopnspi 2 spp SnppAiB sinsra 
-noop sqi 01 tmn iqSm in pnii ^snopomij oqqnd 
pnsiin ‘snonninsuT nsdo isnm sq fpsqi jo xH 
q 33 i sq ji USAS umusins isnm sq fjoiOB jo n2qi 
smqmoo isnm sq it 2 moxdTp jo qjo.w sqi qjfAV 
•siqSrpooj 01 pssnim *sm pmi noA sqq q sq ‘joion 
on q moisssjojd srq ussoqo suq sjj 

•jX^^uriq uodn moop srqi xqSnojq scq joion m 2 
^Xp 2 Jspn ^ssnt 20 sq noprsod s.Surq sqx jo umd sip 
ssrxnsj lou pxnoo 'sjsjimpc jsq Jo srq dq psipinssii 
•J 01012 uu usAq ^qoin.M ppio.M ssAS snoioq'Bm 
puE psxpASx sq ppio.w scjsmuo smoq psx sno smp 
aisas ii2tp sSpsx-MOuq sqi qipM Apddi2q SAq sno 
ppoo -\i.opj •qsm asus on Axurouso isora q 3BqjQ 

•pniq dun jo sssuqns.w n inoippw 
— ^jnsddn ppoo jsas unra on inq.Ni jnsddn 01 iqSg 
isnm sjj *dxF^"'^ isom ion isnm Snrq sqi ^dooos n 
JOJ dxno SAq oq.NV ^nopisod srq joj sousjsasj on 
SAnq oq.A nsm jo ssds sqi Jspnjq ’nosdinis ’SJj/q 
.vunm 01 sussp srq psxnsASJ pun ^JUA pjn.\\pq 
Snrq; inoqn jnojdn sqi psunis sxnnjnof 
TrnoTJsniY pun pinsnpnoo nr sqdnjSoioqd pun 

aMY70.K^3: 70 OA^IJI a7Mjil07D 



■n ^noipiAv poai33ddTj noA jt iiopiio'j iir 
3q oj oiqTjp 3J3A\ noA i<|do3p os ^,y ng,io3«3 p 
SuTssud oq; poujnoiu uopT3u oip ‘sdi’q.ind ‘uostij 
i^qj joj t/A\oqqj jo jjos Ajt!inp.io iic Apio tni: j 
‘fp J 3 yo joj ‘:jT pups.T 3 pun 30uiit:D j o.ins uil’ j,. 
‘sapqnf snonqniuna siq joqi? poq.ii’iuo.i puq oqA\ 
joq^qj siq jo S3pqt2nb pqos ojoiu oqj scq oq .‘Suiaj 
op^jjg S 3 uip 3 uios jr i-enpiATput :jt;q:) ^pji’Avpq jo 
SDUEqpjq oq:^ sssssod i^ou S 30 p ojq 'popqoddtisqD oq 
qT3qs 3A\ quiq; ijou op j *2ut>i a\ou jiio uodn sputui 
Jiqj puB ssAo uodo q;p\\ qoo^ ut’D 3 A\ ‘ouoS sijq 
pj-BMpgr ;-Bq:^ A\o^ -op-BqAoui stsm 51 ^nq jrcjun moos 
A-bui ii'BqjL ’uojpfniD sp{ joj ^dooxo ODuds uinmuqui 
u3atS XpojBOs suAi jo 3qn(j su ‘sSjooq oqqA\ 
fssojd s^ppoA\ 3q; UT pomppoB puT2 poqdi3jgo;oqd 

S^A\ pip sgp^ JO 30 UTJJ ST 2 pjBA\pg[ JOAO^T’q^W 

• • • -qstjnbs poAu^d puu 
pojjoS J3q;ojq siq poopou 3uo ou fqscnbs 
SurA^^d JO guqpS sca\ pjt?A\p3 -uopDiqiuiyW 
sprua; paA^ld jaq^ojq sp{ ?T?q; ?oSjoj 3 Av 
fsou'Bydjre siq SuiAp ‘osjoq sp jjo Suqqum; sbav 
pj'BA\p'g; 'sassBp q;oq qqA\ oq pu^ spi’pStipiJOA\ 
q;iA\ xmi sAoq jooqos oqqnd ojoqA\ sdui^o aoop 
-:jno pipua^ds osoqj pojn^psui pi^q joq^ojq siq 
:jeq:^ osq^oj ?ou prp om fpoAo^diuoun oq? ‘ssopuioq 
oq? JOJ uop^josiinuioo poAioqs pji2A\p'g; fputspnf 
?^ un§ -B pmqoq poo?s p^q j3q?ojq joSunoA sp 
?-Bq? ?3Sjoj o? 3|qBq ojoa\ oa\ pUB sj3pui3];j[ ui ?q§noj 
p^q pj'BA\pg; • jnoAJOj snopuopsuoo q?TAv A?pAoj jo 
sqsE? 3 p^?pouT oq? Supnjojjod sba\ oq ?oA ‘po?sixo 
Apoj^os ofj -uo Jp|n {0 {njpni^oq oa\? pui? ojiAi gin 
-uijnqo v q?pvi qJOAJ® A?siin v A|uo oos pynoo 
Aoq? 'OA\? osoq? uodn uA\ojq? ojn^S-ssojd oq? Aq 

iDKIl 3HX * • ' K3W37ZK30 



05 

i^qSrjs os SI ^uouiipoduii oij:; mou ipun ‘psojj'B 
o:} psuJBS]; op uijojjad o; papuoi^ui 

gq puB Ap^nupuoD 3fB3ds ppoqs sq papu'Biuop 
qjoM sifj •p3iJ9:^9p ;ou SBM jo aqriQ aq:^ :}nq 
‘ss 990 jd pnp-BjS puE ipoqjip sr :}ooj pDiSojoqoXsd 
ginos raojj sSirijds j'Bq:^ ssauq^sM -b jonbuoD oj^ 
•:^i p9J3:^SBm 9§'Bjnoo jb9j pu-B 99U9p'Bd qqM SBq 9q 
ijnq ‘[BUOTSBDDO inojj jbj Ajoa uoq:} sbm :^u9inTp9diuT 
spfl pnB ^BqBJjsny p9;TsrA jy^ 3^1090 jo 

gqng; sb ^u9qA\ J9qiu9in9j j j/q999ds sn{ ut uop 
-■Bqs 9 q AjBju9inoin puB [buotsbddo,, s^Sur^ 9q:i uo 
p9j[ir9iuiii09 9JJ 'SuqiBj 9:tBunjjojiin ouo jo snopsuoo 
ppoA\ 3ip 9pBin i(jnqj9:^UB0 jo doqsiqqojy anx 

•UJB9y oi 

9 pISS 0 d §UKI:}Xj 9A9 p9UJB9{ SBq 9q ipun 9AB9[ iJOU 
qiM oq S9TJ0PBJ SurapUBXO UOqAV pUB suopipuoD 
JBTpSnpUT UT p9:iS9J9:^UT X]U99q ST 9q ‘9DUB?SU1 JOJ 
fuo p9;U9lUUI0D U93JO U99q SBq pBpp o; U0pU9PB 
9in9px9 sTfj ’uirq 9J0j9q sAbatjb jnouoq puB Supq 
-[pA\ SjUopBU 9ip qpAT *A[in[BD ^ApnoTJ9S S9pnp siq 
SurqB;j9pun 9uo ;nq ‘uopoB p93D9dx9un XjBUipjo 
-Bpx9 91U0S JO 9[qBdB0 ^sdBqj9d ‘;ou 9uo 'Sui;5j 
jBuopnjpsuoD B 9q o; pouruijopp XpnoiAqo sr 9fj 
•p9Aopq i(qBnb9 luiq q^bui qiAv A|p9;qnopun qoiqAV 
^^qono; uoiutuoDjj :}Bq:^ 19 A SBq ‘j9qiBj snj[ sb A\oq9j 
JO ;jos XjBurpjo UB qons 5ou jr oSjooq 

*inoo|S 9 [qrjJ 9 :^ ur p 9 J 9 q? 0 LUS sbav puB^Sug; 
qB puB '9J01U on sba\ ^/diqsuiq o^ui diqsSuiq 
p9}niusuBp„ pBq oqA\ ubiu oq; t/A\oq9j jo 5 JOS 

XlBUipJOj, 9qX MOSpur^\ pOSSBd 9^95 JOD UUI9|0S 
9q; Abp 9q:^ jiBdsop jo Xqo b ouiBDoq uopuox ^J'eq:) 
9A0[ SjUopBU 9q3 UA\o.iS pBq dggp o§ *9p qoByq 

aMV10J^3 dO OAf'IJ a^KAiOUD 



q^TAV papaDDons oSjooq ^nq oiu\3Dnq p.iL'Aq>^ 

‘ssauidd'eq pu^ oiuoq SuiJisop piiu pooqjopqDtjq 
JO XjtJOAi ‘jopqocq t; sy ,/oao{ j uviuo.w oqj 
JO 4Joddns pu^ d{3q oqj 3noq3TA\ op oj qsTA\ pjnoAV 
I SB Sui^ SB sspnp Am oSjuqosrp oj put Aiqrq 
-Tsuodsoj JO uopjnq AAtJoq oqj Aj.iud oi oiqpsoduii 
Zx punoj OAtjq j,, — ssopjm oqj uo jsq^ojq siq jo 
ODTOA oiS^j; 3q5 ^ogjoj ppoo oqAV ‘qi’qj Sui.ii’ojj 
,/3in ojojoq soq qoiqAv AAtJoq oqj dn oqt’j 
I ‘opp Am Aq ?33uidpq sb ojtav Am q?rA'\„ .'spjOAv 
9S9q; UT u§T9J ojmnj sr| jo o^ouAoq oq^ popunos oq 
'UOTSS9D9B JO UOp'BJ'BIDOp Siq 9AB§ JyY oSjODQ N3II^\ 

•q^Suoj^s ]'Bn:^Tj[ids 
uiiq 9A^S 51 9 sm 209 q ssouqt^OAV s 9§JO90 .loj po0 
osrejd 59 X. ABm pu-B|§ug[ — SAVOuq joaou ouq 

•S§9J p9|ddi.i9 

siq put 2 ^pAOSoo-^ uqquBJ^ q^m SB snraoS jUD 
•■pqod 05 JO fuiJB p9|ddpT0 siq puT3 josp-jf-xo 
9q5 q5TA\ SB ‘Bnit3UIO|-BS9UI 05 lU9q5 9ATJp 5q§IIlI 
5J ’pj^A\JOJ U9UI S9ATjp A^IJOIJOJUI JO 9SU9S OqJL 

• 9 Sp 9 jA\ouq siq 5 uo posijq si ‘u9ui q-ems 9 jt 3 sosnraoS 
5S0UI 5Bq5 — 509JJ0D sA-BA\p SUT29UI ou Aq— joipq 
U0UIUI09 9q5 puu ‘ss9U5U9j§ JO SuTjdsureuj 9q5 
U95JO 9JU S509J9P potsAqq; -pqoAo Suidoojp Xip-Baq 
B q 5 TA\ pgdduoipuuq osp sua\ pjT3A\pg[ -^Dofqus 
siq q 5 iA\ pgqijqj u9qA\ 5d9DX9 Ajpuq p 9 J 9 Uimi 25 S 
'5S95B9jS jno sduqjod ‘j pjUA\pg[ puu *s2ui;>I 
JO pogiugip 5SOUI ‘I sopiuqQ uouiuiiJ^s ?qSqs siq 
Ul AoU9pq9p JO 9SU9S ou p9J p99U oSjOOQ 

•pODpOU 

U99q oA'Bq Ayoojuos jqSiui 51 04 uopu955'B 

SjP|JOa\ 9q5 UA\Ejp doqsiqqojy 3^^ pi2q ‘5i2q3 

iOMIJ 3[HZ * • • MSWZJXN'ZO 





uT vpur:!? ''iSoi 


inn OTTOD- 


:d 




Ai 

nmndniTL': oi nnro i 5 ^'-?- 2 Tn: ro sm 


^■q A?qqy :r?i 
lA - SrD ?0 1 

ou So OJ~c STTTJ^p ■?'q_T, '-^nDpTnum inJ^rr? Tiiq'»'i ' inror 
rio SIT nr snmn^j: Auoiu^r^so ^aisss'qiiii 5~t, 

"JUTni O!! ?’'IJ 1 

JO jdooo'o 02 oSnmoo om OAJin ppoji Trom j.ipi irip 
dTqsSniq JO srqi ysm i: isnSni: e? 02 opnpjd 
Smirn oin si 27 'nroin nq pnrj? 02 sjnojis pmo luopi 
Sjd0D07 ^n osom ■o^jr.in 2011 soop -om 'sl'A’cj 

v:. 0 |C:OOCi 5 Ip. 02 lilij TUipniO qj'OD OIp 2200007 OXT 

Ajqmnjj *070000. om 20 sopsp'A 002 Oj.oqo oj sosuiiojd. 
op pm ‘omp: oin ojojoq .AipiTonp ni sroonq op 
■'suoirmioo pm spxo] ojojoq Aoqqy joosmmiso 

TIT SpmOS -OTT *d.Trr5l3Li'i2>; JO nOlS 'OJi'AJinO oip si 2J 

• 5 iirp mm Jo oomndoooo spjdood opj pm oidood 
002 02 5 iim om 10 Suuoiro ui’ miim m si nonoirccoo 
5pp 'OS 2on SI 27 p 2 2op 'ooipd JO 200 ‘ompom 
27 poiOino 5 snroos 21 oSo njopom ojoaos mo m 
fAnoioojoo 'pminooq n'Aupsn-opxo piro oAisrrodso m 
51 2j '-Cmssooon p ironi:iiojoo 7 auai pooopiroo'i oq 

TTOAI IuStuI 21 'II 0 I 270 TDD 7 S.OOmOJC STu HO TMTCI.^Oj 

TO 5 urp Ajp:on 7 iiro 2 n 7 omoooq oSooop jj 


'jOqOJ O ulIli-iOT; 10 Oi'j^OS 7 OuCpup 02 

ipSnojq 0 A 7 p uojpTTpo 0022 jop ro -imooq opi pm 
nmpo s.p 2 oq 7 ZT|p[ noono pii 7 :po 27 in-^AOT pooj 7 
2110 onSmin imoo on so-m sim 27m nononsonb oo 
2onmo 2j o-LioSoioo 27112 ooino ion soop noAp-so.Mog; 
p 2 oq 7 Zpp pn 7 qmjq JO opn(j 2 Joqry jo oommoj opj 
270 ‘smino 0272 S ATponsii om sodoumm mAopr 

i « 11 • X CL 

'OJTdU'J 

opi JO sojdood opi Aq poAoj nonoipjo pim omA 7 

aA'rio.vs dO oxim asA'-'d ' 



ot{A\ UT 3 UI T 2 ‘sL’iq Atjjud Xq pnipnouin S'unuun.i 
3H 'Sur^I Jno jopim mopoDjj mo 5 u\ia\ 

•pnniiTAv Xoip om 
jou popoDu 5 on ojt 3 Xaqj^ -putijSu^ ii.i;ipoiu in 
3];qTSsod ^oX sr uispsqj jou iusuiiuuuiod .loippii mq 
‘4T p 3 ;d 3 DDT 3 3 A-Bq Xoip SC uispstij 4 UUAV suinpiij 
put 3 suBinjOQ 3 q 4 osoddns j pirc ‘updg pii-u 
‘3DUBJJ 'tJOTJOlUy JOJ XoT3JDOlU3p UT ‘T 3 psn'^-[ .lOJ lllSr 
-unmuioD UT XiSuoj^s aAoqaq j *X;joqTj ojdao.t uom 
-qsqSug; puu ‘X^jsqq ojoiu .iqj .Mo^uiDip u aopiin 
uuq 4 Sut^j ^^uuopn^psuoo u JDpim XoT 3 .toouiDp oaom 
SI 3J3qx '^sapunos oq 4 si 41 ^ojiduig; S 41 puu urcipq 
4U3JQ JOJ 4 S 3 JUS 3ip XpIO 4 OU SI osjnoD 0|ppuu 
sqX ’psJSAOOsip XpjTA\s Xjoa j S 3 (juqQ oqq sSui^ 
su ‘o][qTssodmT Xpunba si Xoujoo^nu 3 nj 4 y ’uid^sXs 

“SSUp oqi JOJ 30U3J3A3J S 4 I tppv pUU Xj4UI3DSl2d 
JO 9A0{ pp-oSu Oip UT X{[njJ3A\od OS PD 400 I 

‘pu'B][§ug; oqq Xj^unoo u ui o^qpsoduii ^aX sc sr 
uisqcpos pj34q y ‘upS ppoAv 9A\ ucq4 ajoiu jcj 
Suisoj; ‘X^joqq Suijopuojjns oq p];noqs 9AI ‘2 ui;;^j joj 
J 04 C 49 tp JO 4U9pTS9jd c Xcp -04 Supn^psqns Xq; 

* 4 ]mq XpnjuTcd 

os U 99 q scq Xocjoomap qspijg qoiqAi uo suop 
-cpunoj 9 ip asidsap 04 si uopipcJ4 asidsop 04 4 nq 
•3jn4nj 9q4 jo 3jc ^9doq 9p4n P^^ JOJJ 34 jo suicojp 
'SUICOJp pc — S4SIX9 XpDJCDS 4U9S9jd 9q4 IIOAg; 
•UOT 4 Tp'BJ 4 JO 4U9I4CduiT 9UI099q UOlU ‘U0p9nJ4S9p 
JO ssXqc uc 04 sn SuTd 99 A\s X|qpsiS 9 JjT sui09s 
§UTq 4 Xj 9 A 9 U 9 qA\ ‘s 9 ScS-uosTod puc S 9 ucjd joquioq 
puc sun§ 4C9J§ JO ‘4S3JUn JO ppiOA\ UJ9pOUI sup UJ 
•9DUC4JOdlUI 9 TJ 04 SU]r 4C9jS JO S3Uip9UlOS — SuiUC9UJ 

c scq 40 c puc pjOAv q 9 C 9 puc ‘sj 9 q 4 Cj 9 JOj siq Xq 
uaqods JO paiujojjod spjoA\ puc S49c 4'B9d9J piA^ 

iOMTJi 3HZ ' * ’ MSNZIZMZO 



uMop pm tpnoX «i[ atp 

,qS -pHnojcd pu^ &.p Xji^Xoi 

•ON ur ojn „mo .oq .p, Sunis^ n^l 

-ppoM oq pinoM nopBaSopuoo oqr -XuBmio^ 
tpiM oouBitp. JO osn^ooq Xp^o™ 

oqs <,D^j m <.o ‘tmouo«o,ipoj^ m pnj .paS 
.oq OA^q pinoM urejuj ureiio-^S ^ ^ 

,noq^M OAidma oq, ,_^p H ™ 

ur:dv[ -oqptjj oq, jo u«p„nS oq, 3,0m st 
u.OHOmvpq) :om opjqjo oq ppoM o.od,.Suiq 
toN Wpa oq, ^jp^psnv prno^m u^dEf n ,Z 

■pmsqv Xpnopqo sr X.ooq, -qSnouo Suojp n 
o«M opooos pinoM ,t ,^q, .j^Xoi Eq^psny 4 oJ 
uois^Aui osou^d^^f JO .Eoj Xjuo ,^q, ^ 

OA.q I -sSaipof .pq, p„^ Wo^sip omHo 

q.ods n.o I <pnoi§ua m juoppoA Suoj u4^.,,n ’ 

POJOWEDS jBqj joqjaSoj sppq pu^ Xjiun rcuonEu 
. ar SO...P i[^ spurq p^q, 'popnioAo. ,0 
oq, UOp.u oq, moq, jfo sp.EA. ,^q, 

q, ‘umm .oj Xjpsooou ojniosq^'u^ 4 ° 

;drq.§apt puo,s.opunsrui o, Xppiduloo^i X.nxn 
oApuodxo u. XqpXo. «ppaoo -jiodso. ATp.~ 
„ UOAO j^q, IP ~ 

).qj Sn^ouios <Suunpuo_,„re„3, §„4 ^ 

OpiSB jnd SBAl IIJ^ pjBAApa SB ‘opiSE j'l^ an XeiS 

jpsurnt uEm ^Mqpon.,sopm oq t” 

•PPOM oqj JO pjBd XuBui ui ,nq WiS,Tr. , / 

m orp ptnoM mopooqj ‘SuifqmnL J,i p^ 

5 [qain.o ppoA. o^rdm^ aq, jnoqpM 'Ir ^o 

pnoM 3^ -ppoM juauEuuaduii sm UMnauEJiad 

aj^VlOMS do OK Id aSKMOdO 


jsiiiuSc A^uuojiun poojs ojidiu;^ dijj^ 
•X^TJOTJsdns JO osuos Xuc jt soatS 3T:tp iiuu{] 
3UO 0t|j ‘ss3U3B3jS S,jnoqi|2rou sjt jsuii’Sn nDunjAp 
3U0 S^UOIUTUIOp Oip ST pUtJlgu3[ JO Sui^^ Aip .lOJ 

‘auouiju3S3j doop V jopun pDiJums OAL’q jsnur ‘oisn2 
|t23j ipm jps:^! SinXofuo sbav ss3.id Dip oaoipM ‘‘VS'O 
Dqj o^ DSop os SuTDq TJpiJut’Q ‘sopisDq :sin’q)r:iit’Q 
qouDjj oq; :jsSuouiu |njjDA\od si uispqoqn^Q 
uBUio-^ puB fsXi’puns pnupuoD puu soipainp 

JO pUTZl 12 ST pUBp32 AlOJ^ foUIOq Dip JO Aipoiii’s 

Dq 4 o?ur qi 2 Djq ;q2rui pui 2 ui 2 qi 2 jjsnv pDpunm 
TZ pDAOJ Dqs ‘pD^DqB S 12 A\ ^T ‘DSni2DDq X.T;unOD 
Dq; jDijuD o; UDzpp qspijg; i? Aioqc o^ psnjo.i 
sjT Aq ppoA\ 3pqA\ oq:^ o; pDsodxD XpuDODj si2a\ 
i^:)qT2join :^no;s s/j:^unoD Dq; puB ‘Dqoipi 23 ucuio*^ 
■B si •Bipj^sny jo JD:^smI])^J duiu^j oq; fpui 25 s DOJOAip 
-puB Suoj:js Xjda b sd^b:^ 'bot.ijv q^nog ui ipjnip 
pjj3A\od :isoiii 9q; sb ‘o^qBpuBjsjDpun si siqj^ 
•s^uiBpjg; ;i39JO j9Suoj:js udad djdav iioDn'^ 

siq uosduiig ‘sijy SuiqBin pjBA\pg[ oj siioipDfqo 
,suoranuop 9q:i p9:juTq umppg -jjy •2uT'5j9ip Aq 
:^ou puB diqsSuTq Aq poo:>s ojiduig oqjL odj^ 

qsTjj 9qi JO uopd99X9 9|qBpA9ui Dip qqA\ ‘uijy 
poop JT ‘9JTduig[ 9q; pOpBSSB UOpBDipqB SJDJBAVpg 
JO J9§UBP gqj U9q/^ -ppoAv 9q; ui Aj^uhod 

opouiiBd A|qrx9yui :isom 9q^ si oqg 'qBods O} 
ApSS9D9U ou si 9J9q:i pUB|B92 A\9J^ JO puB ‘qBDds 
o:^ ou 9ABq j 'Aj:iuno9 JDqipu pgqsiA 

DABq I SB '^3TJJV 12pi2UBQ UI A^bAO] 

JO 'Sinopo 9qj o:^ m9q; p9ddiqA\ uopdiJDSUOD 
JO pBp ou 'si99jun|0A 9J3A\ A9q:i puy ' -uiDqj 
UJ90UO9 50U pip pjJBUb B UT JO ^IIPI 

9|qTjj9i oq:^ uo ':^dAS3 puB ooubjj ui soAq jpq^ 
fOM'Il 3HZ • • • MZWZTZMZD 



9^ 

JO 95[n(J ■B SBM ^SUOS pUODOS ojom 

yY 9SJO90 pUB ‘II SaUIBf ‘I SaiJBqO ‘my^ AjU 9 H 
«AI piBMp3*56gi "fi JoqmaoaQ no 92 b:;:jo 0 
Hjoq SBM 9II -ABpq^Jiq ?sjp-XjJoj siq ojojoq sA^p 
m 9 j b ‘gS6i ‘oi a9qm909Q uo suojq; o:^ p9p33o 
-ons ‘a jo ^os puo99s ‘ia ao'aoaQ oni^j 

* ■ ■ U 3 ra 9 pU 30 „ 

— o? ssBfS Am osrej 
I X^pnojq -uBqDiBnS UBiunq ojora on ‘jojqou 
on 9 ABq pjnoD 9 M puB ‘X:}j 3 qq jno jo UBqjiBnS 
gq:^ si Surg; 9 qx *J 9 Mod joj :^snj q:}TA\ pgzBJO :^jb:^s 
- dn 9 mos o; ppoM i UBq:} ‘sgjdpuud opBjoouiop 
siq piiB ‘/(;s 9 iioq srq ‘ 9 §BjnoD srq poAoid SBq oqM 
uBUi B 01 mop 99 Jj Am isnii jgqiBJ ppoM j puB 
‘mOp 99 JJ 9 A 0 { I ‘qB 9 AOqY *5111998 IT SB jBDrXOp 
-BJBd OS lOU ST IBqX ' 90 U 9 J 9 A 9 J qiLW UQAO piIB 
uopBJTUipB qiiM spuBis 9 q qoTqM. JOJ g][dpuTjd 
gip puB Sui;^ 9 qi jo SupiJM tub j 19 A *qTA 9 qspq 
ssopdoq B pojopisuoD uib i luoqi Aq 9 snB 99 q 9 in o; 
qB 9 ds 01 joppnqs oqA\ S 9 Tjox 9 J 9 qi puB ‘m 9 qi jo 
M 9 uq Aoqi jr si 9 [JB 9 S jo lopBOs isom oqi iu 99 S p|noM 
SUOIUldo JBOIiqod Ain ‘S 9 ApBAJ 9 SUO 0 ISOUI ox 

•Snt^a 

gqi — uopp9§BUijB iBqi jgo soabis ubui ouq 

•gUT§BUII 

• • 

01 9]^qpsoduii sr ii qoiqM jo sjojjoq 9qi jbm p[JOA\ 
B 9in09 ppoAV ‘dBiu 9qi uodn poj poiured J9§uo]; 
ou s9TJiunoD ss9pDU9j9p puB poiBpdod ApsjBds 
‘AqijBOAi ‘qBins Aubui os qiiA\ ‘dn-qB9jq spji 
J91JB ^ugqx *pJ09-pABU 9qi J9A9S ppOA\ pUB|B92 
AV9jq U9A9 IBqi ‘9jnpU9 lOU ppOD IT AqojBuoin 
inoqipi IBqi p9sqB9J ij •dK[S§up[ joj puB Siipj 

aMvioMs: jio ouii g^mmo^d 



CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

King and for Mngship. It realised that without 
monarchy it could not endure, that even New 
Zealand would sever the navel-cord. Then, after 
this break-up, with so many small, wealthy, 
sparsely populated and defenceless countries no 
longer painted red upon the map, would coiiie a 
world war the horrors of which it is impossible to 
imagine. 

One man staves off that armageddon — the 

King. 

To most Conservatives, my political opinions 
would seem the most scarlet of scarlets if they knew 
of them, and there are Tories who shudder to speak 
to me because by them I am considered a hopeless 
Bolshevik. Yet I am waiting of the King and the 
principle for which he stands with admiration 
and even with reverence. That is not so para- 
doxical as it seems. Above aU, I love freedom, 
and I would rather trust my freedom to a man 
who has proved his courage, his honesty, and his 
democratic principles, than I would to some up- 
start crazed with lust for power. The King is tlie 
guardian of our Hberty, and we could have no 
nobler, no more human guardian. Proudly I 
raise my glass to — 

‘‘Gentlemen . . . the King!” 

King George VI, second son of George V, suc- 
ceeded to the throne on December lo, 1936, a few 
days before his forty-first birthday. He was born 
at York Cottage on December 14, 1895. Edward IV, 
Henry VIII, Charles I, James II, and George V 
were all second sons, each was a Duke of York 
26 



GENTLEMEN , . . THE KING! 

called by the accident of an elder brother’s death 
to the throne. Our present King’s full name is 
Albert Frederick Arthur George, and like his 
grandfather he renounced the name of Albert 
because it seemed almost a sacrilege to the memory 
of Victoria to have another royal Albert existing. 
The choice was also probably made as a symbol 
of tlie mainspring of his reign, the intention to 
return to the days of George V, leaping across 
the few months of Edward’s rule. 

He entered the navy under the pseudonym of 
Mr. Johnson, and was a midshipman in the 
Colliugwood when the 1914 war struck the world. 
He was eager for the fight, but an attack of appendi- 
citis kept him at home; then, when in February 1915 
he returned to his ship, he had again to leave, this 
time because of severe gastric trouble that was 
eventually to take him permanently from the sea. 
But he was on board in time for Jutland, that 
confused, conflicting battle of which not even yet 
is the truth known. There, as a sub-lieutenant, 
he fought gamely in a gun-crew. His career as 
sailor, however, 'was soon to end. The gastric 
trouble developed into a duodenal ulcer, and after 
a successful operation, the Duke joined the Royal 
Naval Air Force. 

We have been told that he has sometimes 
remarked on liis ill-luck. And it began with his 
birth, for he had the ill manners to appear on the 
anniversary^ of the Prince Consort’s death, to the 
alleged disapproval of Queen Victoria. In examina- 
tions his ill-luck dogged liim, and he usually 
ended well near the bottom of the list; even his 

2y 



CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

promising naval career was interrupted and was 
at last cut short by a disloyal stomach. Then, to 
cap all, was that embarrassing stammer which 
naturally restrained him, made him shy and 
nervous, drove him to introspection and away from 
his fellows. But by perseverance and courage he 
has conquered his ill-luck. He drove it from him 
when shyly he proposed to Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, 
youngest daughter of the Earl and Countess of 
Strathmore and Kinghorne. There is a tale that 
he proposed three times and was twice refused 
because Lady Elizabeth was afraid he had been 
officially advised to marry her; this tale is contra- 
dicted by yet another, that the Lady Elizabeth 
when being asked to verify this by an impertinent 
friend is alleged to have replied: ‘‘Do you think 
it is likely?” 

The Lady Elizabeth was born on August 4, 
1900, and is therefore five years younger than her 
husband. The marriage was solemnised at West- 
minster Abbey on April 26, 1923, and their first 
child, the Princess Elizabeth, was born on April 21, 
1926; their second, the Princess Margaret, on 
August 21, 1930. 

Such are the simple facts of our new King’s 
history, but they tell little of the man himself 
or of his intense absorption in the problems .of 
industry and in the youth of the Empire. The 
manager of a large manufacturing firm remarked 
once to a friend, as reported in the London Times’. 
“Of all the many visitors we have had here, I have 
never met one who asked more sensible questions 
or showed greater understanding of our funda- 
28 
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GENTLEMEN . . . THE KING! 

mental problems. He does like getting to the 
bottom of things.” 

Perhaps that sums up his character far better 
llian any other deseription I have heard. He is 
industrious and persevering; during his journey 
through New Zealand and Australia he kept a 
careful diary of the daily happenings. ‘Yet, away 
from his work, he can forget his position; he can 
romp with the boys at his annual camps, joining 
in their games, their concerts, and their fun. 

And, most popular attribute of a British 
sovereign, he is a keen sportsman. Like his father, 
he is a good shot; like his brother, he is an excellent 
horseman and golf player and a lover of gardening; 
and he is almost a first-class tennis-player. These 
qualities, even more than his amazing memory, 
his deep knowledge of industry and his con- 
scientiousness, will endear him to the people. To 
those who require deeper things, the qualities are 
undoubtedly there, ready for the service of the 
nation he rules. 

Again I say: 

“Gentlemen . . , the King!” 



PART ONE 


THE CORONATION OF 
KING GEORGE THE SIXTH AND 
QUEEN ELIZABETH - 



II 


The Line of Kings 

Kingship in England was not always hereditary. 

In Saxon days the King was elected by the Witan— • 
a conclave of nobles and bishops, in normal times 
the King’s Council, and by no means democratic. 
But their choice, at first dictated by the strength 
and intelligence of a leader, soon became limited 
to the son of the previous King as in modern times. 
There was never a choice of Queen — or rather 
Lady, as she was then called — unless we accept the 
more than doubtful reign of Sexburh, alleged to 
have ruled Wessex from the death of her husband 
Cenwalh (? 673) to the accession of /Esewine 
(674-76). Bede tells us that during this period the 
kingdom was disrupted, and it is more than likely 
that there was actually no ruler, Sexburh’s name 
being taken to cover a gap in time. It was the great 
Cnut who struck the hereditary rule aside. By his 
cunning and skill he conquered the English, 
although luck was with him — or perhaps poison — 
wlien his courageous adversary, Edmund Ironside, 
was taken from the stage by sudden death. Cnut 
forced the \Vitan to elect him even though Edmund 
had left two sons: these boys Cnut sent to Sweden, 
asking the King to murder tlicm quietly. Although 
the boys lived, being brought up in Hungary, 
Cami reigned, and was himself followed by his 



CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

sons, until with Edward the Confessor the old 
Enghsh hne was restored. But Edward left no 
children, and at his express wish, Harold II, on his 
death, was elected by the Witan. Harold came of 
no very noble birth. His father Godwin was the 
first of his line of whom we know, and apparendy 
he was of a somewhat obscure station until his 
abihties were discovered by Cnut. Harold did not 
keep the throne long. Slain by Wilham I at Senlac 
— ^now Battle — ^with his death the Enghsh customs 
died and the Norman took their place. 

When the Witan elected a man for King, the 
Church consecrated him, and he became thereby 
semi-divine. This behef in his semi-divinity was 
widely held in the Middle Ages, when to the very 
last Richard H could not conceive it possible that 
a half-god like himself could be deposed. The 
Stuarts tried to revive the idea with disastrous 
results. The whole coronation service is, in fact, 
a deeply rehgious one, and bears striking resem- 
blance to the consecration of a bishop; yet it is 
difficult not to believe that in the pre-Norman 
days its main importance was the oath and the 
swearing of fealty and homage. The King promised 
to govern, and the clergy and laymen swore to 
obey him if he kept to his oath; the mystical side 
developed rapidly through the Middle Ages until 
even so fanatically religious a man as Henry V 
could consider himself spiritual enough to defy the 
Pope of Rome. 

Hereditary right in kingship grew swiftly 
under the Normans, but the law of primogeniture 
was only gradually accepted. William I ^vas 
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THE LINE OF KINGS 


follo\s-cd by his third son, that roaring lion with 
the red face— Rufus, blasphemer, debauchee, and 
hero, although an elder brother Robert was alive, 
dispossessed for rebellion. Xhen when the unknown 
archer in the New Forest directed his arrow at 
ilic Red King, Rufus 'was followed by his young 
brother Henry I, yet Robert was still living. 
Henry I tried to break the fast English rule that 
no woman should sit upon the throne, and he 
demanded an oath of allegiance to his daughter 
Matilda. Nobles and clergy swore that oath, but 
few intended to keep it; Matilda’s supplanter, 
Stephen, actually struggled to be first to render 
homage to her. This refusal to have women on 
the throne may seem unfair to us with our modern 
conception of sex equality; but we are not living 
in times when man’s insane lust for personal power 
is so easily gratified — at least, it is now not quite 
so easily gratified in England, whatever may 
happen in other countries. Women eannot use a 


.sword. \Vcapons are light to-day. As I write these 
words, ^vomcn are fighting in the ranks shoulder to 
shoulder with their men against Moors, Germans, 
and Italians in Spain; but to wield a sword of the 
Middle Ages ^vouId tax the power of even a strong 
modern man, let alone a woman. When Matilda 
invaded England to dispossess Stephen, she did 
not fight; slic left the waging of war to her half- 
bi olhci , the loyal brave Duke of Gloucester. 
Although women could not reign, they could 
carry on the blood of kingship. Stephen dc- 

descent from 

^^dham Fs daughter Adda, and Henry II 

G 
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CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

followed Stephen because he was the son of 
Matilda. 

The hereditary laws were extremely muddled, 
but they were gradually clarifying. When 
Richard I died in agony of gangrene, the throne 
was vacant. There were two claimants, Richard’s 
brother John and his nephew Arthur, son of 
Geoffrey, a brother older than John but younger 
than Richard. The law was now becoming such 
that men were troubled about the succession; not 
so long before they would not have hesitated 
between a grown man and a youth. We are ex- 
tremely fortunate to possess an authentic con- 
temporary account, Histoire de Guillaume le Marechal, 
of the whole situation, written by William Mar- 
shal’s own page. On Richard’s death. Marshal 
— the most noble man of his generation — discussed 
the situation with an archbishop called Walter. 
The archbishop — we are uncertain whether of 
Rouen or Canterbury — stood for Arthur, but the 
wise Marshal gave his opinion that John should be 
elected. The question of law he put aside for, 
said he: “Ha, Sir, methinks this would be wrong; 
Arthur is led by evil councillors; he is proud and 
haughty, and loves not the English.” Expediency 
was of more importance than legality. John got the 
throne, and it is more than probable that when 
proofs, centuries later, were given the council of 
the illegitimacy of Edward V, and Richard HI 
was persuaded to take the crown, Richard in his 
decision was swayed by the same motives as 
swayed William Marshal. He too must have 
realised that if he rejected the proofs and insisted 
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on his nephew’s coronation, revolution under a 
minor with a shaky claim would be inevitable. 

Yet as time changed tradition into law, even 
the wise Marshal could not have resisted the 
licrcditary rule. Henry III was a minor wben his 
father Jolm lay in the agony of death and im- 
plored his retainers to see the Marshal and tell him 
‘Hhat he may have my son in his charge, and for 
c\'cr keep him and guard him, for the child will 
never be able to hold his land through any one but 
the Marshal.” William was now about seventy- 
three, and he did not want the trust, yet nobly 
he accepted, and he wept when the nine-year-old 
boy came to meet him, carried on horseback by a 
retainer, “Welcome, sir,” said little Henry III, 
“truly, I commit myself to God and to you, that 
for God’s sake you may take care of me.” 

Under Henry Ill’s futile tyrannical rule, the 
nobles, led by Simon de Montford, rose and fought 
their King, but they did not attempt to depose him; 
50 too it had been when the barons rose against 
Henry’s father John and trapped him into sealing 
Magna Carta at Runnymede. They did not depose 
him, and only with great reluctance did they at last 
call in the help of the son of Philip Augustus of 
France. Again when we come to Richard II we 
find he was a minor when his grandfather 
Fdward HI died. He had uncles of experience, but 
despite all rumours, none tried to usurp the throne. 
They vnctc satisfied to take it by bullying their 
nephew until he grew old enough to bully them 
even more brutally in return. Richard was at last 
deposed by his cousin Henry IV. When Henry first 
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landed in England he intended to claim the countr 
by right of conquest, but from this he was dis 
suaded. He locked Richard into the Tower anc 
with extraordinary cunning somehow induced hin 
to abdicate. There is no suggestion of torture 
When he signed his abdication, Richard wai 
apparently quite cheerful; he read the whok 
deposition aloud and actually gave Henry hi: 
signet ring. Armed ^vith this, Henry faced parlia- 
ment. He rose to liis feet near the empty throne 
that was draped with a pall of cloth-of-gold. He 
crossed liimself on forehead and breast and read 
aloud these words, “In the name of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, I, Henry of Lancaster, challenge 
this realm of England and the crowm with aU the 
members and appurtenances thereto, I that am 
descended by right line of blood coming from the 
good King Henry the Third, and through that 
right that God of His grace hath sent me, with the 
help of my kin and of my friends, to recover it; 
the which realm was in point of being undone for 
default of governance and undoing of the good 
laws.” Even Henry who held his cousin’s signed 
deposition, who was accepted without question as 
ruler, was forced to adduce fictitious hereditary 
claim, for there is no question that the argument 
about the “right line of blood coming from the 
good King Henry” was false. It was based on the 
lie that Henry Ill’s second son, Edmund Crouch- 
back, was in fact the elder son. In time the true 
race came back to the throne. Henry IV held his 
crown in a shaky grip, his son Henry V was too 
powerful to be attacked, and by the time that 
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Henry VI ^vas crowned as a minor too long a 
period had passed for men to wish to fight in an 
old quarrel. Yet the issue was forced on them, for 
Henr)' Vi’s mother was the daughter of the mad 
King Charles VI of France, and through her came 
die strain of madness that made of Henry VI a 
simpleton, a child in the firm unscrupulous hands 
of his vindictive wife Queen Margaret. The 
commons rebelled against her under Jack Cade, 
but they were defeated; and the Duke of York of 
the true line was forced to take action and to 
depose Henry. Edward IV carried on the con- 
tinuity of blood stemmed by Henry IV. It con- 
tinued through Richard III, Edward’s brother — 
Edward’s children being proved illegitimate, for 
they were the children of a second marriage, the 
fir.st being a secret one, Richard was slain at 
Bosworth and Henry VII beeame King, reviving 
the Lancastrian claim of Henry IV, but to make 
certain — for his Lancastrian right was exception- 
ally flimsy — he married Elizabeth, the daughter of 
V^dward IV. To do this he had to reverse the baton 
sinister, and with great care he destroyed every 
copy he could get his hands on of the act of parlia- 
ment declaring her illegitimate. Luckily a copy 
smwived. As for the question of the fate of Edward’s 
two sons, who would, if legitimate, be the rightful 
rulers— -that is a subject I have discussed fully else- 
where.^ Letitbestated merely that they disappeared. 
If alive at Henry’s acccssion—and it is more than 
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probable that they were— no further mention of 
them exists. 

When Henry VIII became King he had made 
quite certain that there would be no Yorkist 
rebellions. He imitated his father in chopping off 
the heads of any of the true blood he could find, 
and he succeeded so thoroughly that after 1499 
not one of the legitimate male issue survived. 
Henry VIII attempted to revise the ancient laws, 
he insisted that he had the right to disinherit the 
children of his elder sister Margaret, Queen of 
Scotland, if his own children should fail to produce 
descendants, as actually did happen. But Kings 
with all their power cannot defy the ancient laws. 
The great-grandson of Margaret and the gallant 
if slightly irresponsible hero who died at Flodden, 
was proclaimed King of England on the death of 
Elizabeth. 

One would have thought that Henry VIII’s 
failure to command the laws might have given 
caution to the Stuarts, but they were giddied by tlie 
unction spilled on their heads at the coronation. 
They strove to revert to the medieval conception of 
kingship’s divinity, and they quickly suffered for 
it — Charles I with his head — when they strove to 
bully the commons. It has been suggested that 
Cromwell wished to be crowned but was afraid 
to accept, and the fact that he once transported 
the throne to Westminster Hall and sat in it has 
been taken as proof of this. But Cromwell was 
far too sane a man to desire kingship; he must 
have known that tradition cannot be swept aside 
in a country like England. 
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Even the example of Charles I did not deter 
Tames II when he followed Ins wise brother, 
Charles II, to the throne. James tried to bully the 
commons until the threat of rebellion grew so 
loud that he fled to the Continent. William of 
Orange became King. The situation was difficult 
because William had no claim at all except by 
virtue of Ihs marriage to Mary, daughter of 
James II. Parliament got over the difficulty by 
deciding that as James had abdicated, the throne 
was vacant; yet this swept aside the old law, for, 
in that case, the rightful claimant was James’s 
son. But ]5arliamcnt was wise to bar the Stuarts. 
They had liad Uvo chances and had failed miserably 
in both. As William refused to be his wife’s gentle- 
man usher, they were crowned jointly — a unique 
affair — King William III and Mary II. A Bill of 
RiglUs of 1689 provided that the succession should 
fall to the children of Mar)% of Mary’s sister Anne — 
second daughter of James 11 , and wife of George 
of Denmark, brother of King Christian V — and 
hisily of William. As no one of the three produced 
a child, parliament w'as forced to issue a new dis- 
ixmtion. It was still determined to have no truck 
with James IPs sons; it ignored the children of 
llenrietia, Charles Ts daughter, and the claims of 
( .linrlcs and Edward, brothers of the Princess Sophia, 
.\nd chose Sophia herself. It was mainly a religious 
(Hu stion. England was determined to be Protestant 
ai\d to go to any lengths to remain Protestant. It 
dio>c George, the son of Sophia, Electress and 
p-w.xger.Duchcss of Hanover, daughter of Eliza- 
Ojieen of Bohemia, daughter of James I. 
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From that moment the link has never been 
broken. George I, George II, George III, George 
IV, William IV, Victoria, Edward VII, George V, 
Edward VIII, and now, George VI. 

And there is no longer any risk of it ever being 
broken. 

Perhaps we should thank Charles I and James II. 
They forced the issue, and by their very tyranny, 
by the death of one, and the expulsion of the other, 
the English throne has become the most secure in 
the world. While other monarchies, built on the 
out-of-date theory of divine right, became practi- 
cally dictatorships and were easily swept aside 
when the commons demanded their rights, our 
monarchy, based on parliament, has survived 
triumphantly and remains secure, as solid as the 
constitution itself. In its Act of Settlement during 
the Mary-William-Anne tangle, parliament laid 
down definite binding laws on the throne. No 
Roman Catholic can rule, no King or Queen can 
marry a Roman Catholic — the term papist is used, 
a confusing word that might be twisted by an 
unscrupulous ruler. But there has not been the 
slightest suggestion of any leaning towards Rome 
by the descendants of George I — excluding George 
IV’s marriage with Mrs. Fitzherbert. Nevertheless 
by showing its power, parliament made the 
monarchy secure. 

For that reason, I drink to the memory of 
Charles I and James II who created exactly what 
they fought to destroy — a powerful commons and 
a secure Protestant and democratic kingship. 
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The King^s Titles 

By hcrcdilai7 and parliamentary right, George VI 
is King of England, but there are many other 
tides that naturally come to him. The Union with 
Scotland Act of 1707 brought the Scottish succes- 
sion to England, as did the Union with Ireland 
Act of 1800 bring Ireland into the kingdom. But 
it was not until the Royal Titles Act of iQOt that 
any true recognition was given to the dominions. 
The King then became ruler of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas, and later by an Act 
of 1927, the words United Kingdom were dropped, 
and the simple Great Britain retained. 

Against strong and rather stupid opposition, 
Disraeli fought to have Queen Victoria pro- 
claimed Empress of India. It was thought at the 
time that such a title might cause resentment in 
India, but the Durbar of January i, 1877, when 
Lord Lytion announced the title, showed that the 
critics had been far too sensitive about Indian 
Icclings. Ihc princes were most definitely for it, 
and tlicir loyalty was proved entirely genuine 
when, with great courage, George V attended the 
Delhi Durbar of ipii—is to receive as King- 
L.mperor the homage of the princes, as George VI 
vdl! do, probably in 1939. 
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Tlic King still retains one outworn title — De- 
fender of the Faith. When it is remembered that 
the Pope gave this to Henry VIII for his violent 
attack on Luther before the Reformation, it is an 
obvious anachronism to be worn by a modern 
Protestant prince. Henry, ^vhcn all friendship 
^vith Rome was over, could not bear to part with 
the superb ringing phrase. He kept it, although he 
certainly had no right to it, and it has remained 
^vith the crown ever since. Perhaps we had best 
be kind and forget the Roman Catholic part; the 
phrase, except for its origin, might well be accepted 
as meaning the Protestant faith. 

While one anachronism has been retained, 
another ^vas dropped, and wisely dropped, by 
George III, because it was not only absurd, it was 
dangerous — the title. King of France. To keep a 
title that even at the beginning had Httle sense, 
merely permitted old hatreds to smoulder. Our 
Kings were never Kings of France, and the title 
was a base excuse for conquest in the Middle Ages. 
Edward III invented it. When the French King, 
Charles IV, died in 1328, and left no heir save an 
unborn grandchild, the throne was claimed — ^in the 
event of the child proving a girl, which actually 
happened — by Philip, the son of Charles’s uncle, 
and Edward III of England, son of Charles’s 
sister. It is true that legally Edward’s claim was 
the stronger, but morally it did not exist; the 
French could not accept an Englishman as King; 
their racial pride would never have allowed it, 
and this is proved by the ghastly slaughter caused 
by Edward III and by Henry V when he revived 
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the claim. Henry actually conquered the French, 
and his son was crowned King in Paris only to 
prolong the ghastly \vars and to create a bitterness 
iliat existed until the last century, and was only 
eradicated by the comradeship of the 1914 war. 

hy riglit of George I, tlie ICing of England was 
also Elector of Hanover, but tlie title was merely 
a nuisance and was given to the Duke of Cumber- 
land in 1837 ^vhcn the Salic law forbade Hanover 
i)cing ruled by a woman. All connection with the 
Continent vanished, however, in the 1914 war. 
Our royal house of Guelph had until then been 
known as Hanover or Brunswick. On July 17, 
1917, a royal proclamation announced that from 
then on tlic royal family would be known as 
Windsor, and that the other German titles of 
Duke of Sakony and Prince of Saxe-Goburg and 
Gotha would vanish. 

On accession, the King is also invested with 
tnnncrous military and naval titles. George VI 
became Admiral of the Fleet, Colonel-in-Gliief of 
the Royal klarincs, Field-Marshal, Marshal of 
tlJc Royal Air Force, Colonel-in- Ciiief of the Life 
(juards, of the Royal Horse Guards (the Blues), 
of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, of the Corps 
('I Royal Engineers, of the Grenadier Guards, of 
t 2c Coldstream Guards, of the Scots Guards, of 
tiif In.h Guards, and of Ac Welsh Guards, 
and v.«.\ptain-Gcncral of the Honourable Artillery 
t'Oinpany, Territorial Army. 
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The Royal Banner and Coat-of-Arms 

Xhe Royal Banner is usually and inaccurately 
called the Standard. In it are quartered the royal 
arms, and it should not be flown except in the 
presence of the King. Such a law, of course, is never 
kept. The Royal Banner will be seen all over 
Britain in the month of May 1937, and you may 
rest assured that there will be no prosecutions. In 
Scotland, Lyon King-of-Arms has the right to 
order such arrests, but we have no record of his 
ever having used his power; this power no longer 
exists in England, and with free heart you can 
wave the banner, you can hoist it above your house 
as if it were a palace and the King rested within. 
On your lightning-conductor, protector against the 
wrath of God, you can unfurl the leopards, the 
lion, and the harp, and grin at the emissaries of 
the Royal College of Arms passing beneath. 

The banner is the King’s personal property; 
the Union Jack is common to his people, for it 
is the flag of England. The crosses of St. George, 
St. Patrick, and St. Andrew, symbol of the union 
of England, Ireland, and Scotland, must be flown 
in all King’s flags on sea or land. Australia has it 
in a corner above the stars of the six states; New 
Zealand has it above the Southern Cross; New- 
foundland and Canada carry it; South Africa 
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shows it with the arms of the Dutch Republic. 
Only the Irish Free State refuses the Union Jack 
upon its fiag. It is in the White Ensign with the 
cross of St. George, for the White Ensign is the 
sicn of Kings’ ships in commission; the Blue 
Ensign is for other British shipping. The Union 
Jack, of course, represents the Union of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, but the word '‘Jack” is 
unexplained. It is probably derived from the jack, 
or military coat, of the hliddle Ages. 

The lions first appeared on the arms of England 
in the time of Richard I. Many are the ingenious 
theories put foiavard to explain them, but the most 
likely seems that they were derived from the arms 
of the Dukes of Normandy — two leopards on a red 
field, for our present lions, in heraldry, are actually 
leopards. When Henry II, father of Richard, lay 
dying, he gave to his beloved illegitimate son 
Geoffrey a gold finger-ring engraved with a 
leopard, and Matlhciv Paris tells us that the same 
King Henry’s eldest son bore a sliield “per pale 
gules and sable, three gold leopards.” Edward III 
when he took to himself the title King of France 
appropriated the French lilies and quartered them 
with the leopards. In 1603, quarters were added 
for Scotland and Ireland; then in 1714, the arms of 
Hanover joined the quarterings, only to disappear 
in 1 837? the French lilies haxdng gone even earlier, 
in ifioi, during the reign of George III. Our 
pre.^ent royal arms arc tlicrcforc: England’s three 
bearded long-bodicd leopards padding in two 
quarters, m the first and fourth, turning their faces 
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to gaze kindlily at the people before a sky of blood; 
in the second quarter prances the lion of Scotland, 
poking out a long curved tongue, its giant tail 
proudly unfurled behind; in the third quarter, 
most inappropriate symbol, the harp of Ireland 
rests as if there could be nothing but singing and 
love between the leopards, the lion, and the gentle 
harp. 

The supporters of these royal arms are to-day 
a lion and a unicorn. This was not always so. Our 
first reference to supporters comes from Richard II 
who had an angel each side of his arms; Henry IV 
had a swan and an antelope; Henry V a lion and 
an antelope; Edward IV a lion and a white heart 
or a bull; Richard III two boars; Henry VII a 
dragon and a greyhound; Henry VHI a dragon 
and a lion or greyhound; and the variations 
continued until James I brought south the unicorn 
of Scotland. From that date there has been no 
alteration. 

The origin of the unicorn remains a mystery. 
Why Scotland chose it is unknown, yet the ancient 
myth that only a virgin could soothe to quietness 
the fiery horned beast was proved when on her 
death-bed Elizabeth chose James as her successor. 
Perhaps its religious associations made Scotland 
decide on this strange beautiful creature, for it 
was in the Middle Ages used as a symbol of Christ, 
its horn being the unity of Father and Son. 
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Si. Edward and Westminster Abbey 

]^i:i'ORE the building of Westminster Abbey, the 
Saxons usually crowned their Kings at Winchester 
Cathedral, and Winchester remained an important 
royal city until the times of Stephen. Here was then 
stored the treasury. But after Edward the Con- 
fessor raised Westminster Abbey it became the 
natural crowning and burial-place of Kings, 
lidward built on a smaller foundation raised by 
Edgar in 969. He was a queer man, this Edward 
who became a saint. It is probable he was an albino; 
he was exceptionally tall and had dazzlingly white 
hair and beard, 'while his face was red and plump. 
He was forty when he reached the throne in 1042 
and he had lived most of those years in exile, in 
rvormandy; his father, the cowardly, vicious, and 
despicable Ethclrcd the Unredy — meaning without 
l ede, (\r counsel — having fled before Gnut. Edward 
did not like England any more than he liked 
women; he married because Godwin was the great 
man of England and Godwin had a daughteCj 
amd he became King because Godwin bullied him. 
Me loved only tavo things — Normans and God — 
and at every opportunity he turned towards them. 
He lost the Normans because their tyrannical 
hc!irodo\jr started a revolution, and Edward, 
:dthf.unh a man of terrific furies, was no soldier; 
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but God did not desert him. When offered the 
throne, he protested that he had sworn to travel 
to the Holy Land, and as the people of England 
had no intention of permitting him to leave the 
country, how could he be both King and pilgrim? 
This difficulty was easily overcome. The Pope 
absolved him of his oath on condition that he 
built an abbey in honour of St. Peter. Thus was 
Westminster born, and Edward lived just long 
enough to see his dream finished. He was the first 
King to be buried within its walls — ^if we exclude 
Harold Harefoot buried in Edgar’s foundation. 

The tomb of Edward became miracle-working 
very soon after his death. It is simple enough to 
understand why Edward should become a saint, 
the most popular of all English saints until St. 
Thomas Becket and St. George usurped him. 
England was buckling under to the powerful will 
of the Conqueror, and a nation, broken and 
dispirited, inevitably turns to the memory of past 
glories. Not that Edward’s reign was by any 
means glorious, but he was the last of the English 
Kings, excluding Harold. And under no circum- 
stance could Harold have become a saint. Apart 
from. the fact that the Normans would never for a 
second have tolerated his canonisation, Harold 
was a brave soldier, a lover of women, and an 
active politician, not a moody old man with white 
hair and beard and slender snow-white hands who 
hated state occasions, whose one known human 
desire was hunting, and who avoided women. 
The legend grew that he never’ saw his wife after 
marriage except in the company of others, but 
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ihcrc is no contemporary confirmation of this. 
He is spoken of as chaste but in no unusual sense. 

A great many legends gi'evv around Edward in 
an amazingly short time, some are of course pre- 
] 70 sicroiiSj but others are obviously based on fact. 
I’iic belief, by the way, that the Edng’s hands had 
the power to cure scrofula — Dr. Johnson being 
touched for this by Queen Anne— dates from 
Edward who once, it is said, cured a girl of sup- 
purating glands in the neck. The adoration of 
lidwaixEs memory increased so rapidly that hagio- 
graphers swiftly produced legend after legend 
and the force of popular opinion made Pope 
Alexander canonise him in i i6i on the anniversary 
of his death. 

.'\n elaborate shrine was built by Henry III, 
hut no trace of it remains. We can, however, recon- 
struct it easily enough from old records and par- 
ticularly from the illuminations in a manuscript 
of Edward’s life in the University Library, 
Cambridge, a mid-thirteenth century work. It 
must have been bright with gold and jewels, and 
embellished with statues; and in its sides, holes 
were made through ^vhich the pilgrims could enter 
• -a common medieval practice — to touch the 
bonc'^ or simply to crawl around the coffin. 


N o\ ^vill hnd in the coronation ceremony continual 
icfcicnccx to St. Edward, to Ins chair and his 
the5c arc only labels of things long past. 

• '‘t iUig ot Edward s remains except liis memory 
this great church that has risen around his 
U4n..tK>n, It is pleasant to think that even after 
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his death he helped to build the walls with the 
offerings of pilgrims. 

It is right that Kings should be crowned here, 
near Edward’s modern shrine. The Abbey is the 
centre of the Empire and, despite the odd appear- 
ance of many of the giant statues, it yet embodies 
and reflects the majesty and dignity of England. 



VI 


Hislory of the Ceremony 

To trace the history of coronations to its first 
mystical beginnings is well beyond my power. 
The rite is so old that in irutli it might almost be 
said to have no beginnings. It comes to us out of 
dim worlds, and in countless forms has been 
practised by all nations. It is safest to keep purely 
to wliat wo kno\v of the English form, and that 
in itself is ancient enough. Apparendy the earliest 
record we possess is a seventh century one in which 
it is recorded, in the life of St. Columba, that the 
saint placed ‘‘his hand upon die head’’ of King 
.Aidan (d. 606) and “consecrated and blessed him.” 
Idten in the Pontifical of Egbert, Archbishop of 
A'ork in tlic middle of the eighth century, we dis- 
cover a definite service entitled Missa pro rege in die 
laicdkiioms rjus in which, after the Gospel, the 
c^Uicianl prays and pours oil from a horn upon the 
King's head, the bishops and nobles place a sceptre 
in the King's hand, give him also a staff, and put a 
hehnci on his head, thrice ciying, “May King N. 
livr ibr ever. Amen. Amen. Amen.” The King is 
then enthroned and given the kisses of homage 
and fea.Uy. 

There is another Anglo-Sa.\on form called, for 
no hiown reason, the Order of Ethclred II (FgGS- 
noa,i, which is more than likely the one that per- 
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sistccl from llio laic nintli cciUury to tlic crowning 
of William I. 'J’lic main divergence of this form 
from that of ]^gbcrt is the placing of the mass after 
the coronation, and the mention of a ring and a 
crown. The third li^nglish order is twelfth century, 
labelled without any apparent reason, Henry I. 
It is similar to the earlier ones, but more detailed: 
the King is anointed on the head, breast, shoulders, 
and elbows. The sceptre is mentioned and a royal 
mantle, and the litany is introduced. 

TJic foiirlli Ji^nglish service is the most im- 
portant. It is that contained in the Liber Rcgalis. 
This was used in 1307 and probably continued 
to be used until the Reformation. It is most de- 
tailed and remains the basis of the ceremony of 
George VI and Elizabeth described in the next 
chapter. Naturally, it is more elaborate, pomp 
and ostentation being a glory of the medieval days 
when Kings loved to feel the crown upon their 
heads, and to dazzle their subjects with jewels and 
shining robes. If, as seems probable, this was the 
form used for the coronation of Richard II, we 
can well understand why the ten-year-old boy had 
to be carried out in the anns of his tutor Simon 
Burley at the conclusion. It is insufferably long 
and exhausting for a grown man; for a child it 
must have been agony. 

We come next to the English orders, for the 
earlier ones arc naturally in Latin. There is the 
1603 order, a faithful if dull translation; and no 
real change in the ritual occurs until 1685, when 
the Roman Catholic James II ordered Arch- 
bishop Sancroft to make various changes because 
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of bis faith and to abridge it, wliicli the archbishop 
did will) excessive zeal. The 1689 version follows, 
and it was muddled by Hcniy Compton: since 
then the alterations have not been great, chiefly a 
matter of elimination. 

It will therefore be seen that when on May 12, 
King George VI enters the great Abbey, that 
creator and burial-place of Kings, he will perform 
the rites his ancestors performed for centuries. 
The diflercnccs arc not so many that they break 
the continuity. 
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The Ceremony 

It will be very crowded in Westminster Abbey 
on the morning of Wednesday, May 12, 1937 * 
Ladies will yawn at having for once to rise before 
the lioiir their serving-maids crawl gingerly from 
bed every day. And it ^vill be cold, for this is an 
English spring. Yet great robes \vill keep delicate 
bodies warm, robes trimmed with ermine, for 
^vhich hundreds of lovclv little beasts have been 
slaughtered most horribly, in c.xcruciating tor- 
ment. Those ^vho visited Norfolk House during 
the tsvo weeks of November 1936, wdicn a peers 
and a peeress’s robes were there c.xhibited on 
models, can imagine that august splendid scene in 
May. Long folds of hca\7’ crimson velvet, light 
flushing over them at every movement, sliding 
across the pile to fade in deep rich fluted shadows; 
capes of white miniver edged \Ndth black as if 
splashed with ink — ^it will seem a medieval world, 
a world of sensate ghosts, of phantoms animating 
the bodies of their descendants. And the ladies, 
the different length of their trains declaring rank, 
will glow, scarlet and lustrous' hke the men, pnlo 
faces proud beneath the coronets. Colour will 
blazon like flame under the high dim roof of the 
Abbey, dissolving in the gradual light of early 
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morning, milky liglit floating through tall coloured 
windou-Sj pclalHng tlic walls with translucent 
autumn ]ca^'cs, caressing the stiff unmoving 
banners of England that, like painted axes, will 
be poised above. . • • Such has the Abbey 
looked for centuries upon these impressive days 
when the throne is once more offered to a 
King. 

it will be chilly at seven o'clock on that May 
morning, yet whose goosc-fleshed skin would be 
frail enough to keep him or her at home? Who 
\vr>\ild not defy wcallier and sick-bed to stand there 
when, as the last solemn stroke of Big Ben dies — ^is 
.ihsmbcd it would seem into the ancient stone — the 


Dean of 'Westminster walks slowly into his church, 
heading a procession can*ying on cushions the 
regalia of England? This regalia, jewelled metal 
(unblcms and robes of kingship, has been guarded 
ail niglu in the Jerusalem Chamber of the old 
Abhors House — the chamber in which tormented 


Henn' IV died before the fire, brushing aside 
the ghost of murdered Richard II and gasp- 
ing warnings to his eldest son, Henry V — 
th«; chamber in which Elizabeth Woodville, 
t3uccn of Echvard IV, suffered the agony of 
t Inkihiilh, hiding in sanctuary from the armed 
nuu <it the Earl of Warwick. From behind the 
mick plate glass in the Wakefield Tower of tlie 
Toi'.vr or l.mxlon, tlic regalia has been brought 
!0 ixet one iiiglit rvitliin tlic Abbey walls. They 
.uu truu tile Abbey for more than one 
n-.'.-l,;; inany centuries ago wlicn the treasure was 
iHi-c, thieves Inirrowcd in and had joyous 
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holiday until discovered by the inquisitors of 
Edward I, as a latter chapter of this book will 
tell. But to-day few thieves would 'dare touch 
the crown jewels of England; the regalia could 
probably rest always in the Abbey without fear of 
sacrilege. 

Down the nave the clergy will walk slowly, 
headed by the Dean, their vestments stiff and 
glittering with gold thread. Like gaudy beetles 
will they come, while behind them the sombrely 
clad scholars of Westminster School will troop 
in modern evening-dress, for these lucky boys 
are by ancient right to represent the people of 
the Empire. 

Now the heralds, most medieval of all: Chester, 
Windsor, Lancaster, York, Richmond, Somerset; 
and the pursuivants. Rouge Croix, Rouge Dragon, 
Blue Mantle, Portcullis, and perhaps Fitzalan 
and Carnarvon. Their stiff coloured tabards will 
bring the Middle Ages back to us, tabards showing 
the royal arms on front and back and sleeves; 
around their necks will clink collars of gold bearing 
the mystic letters SS — the Lancastrian symbol 
which perhaps meant Sovereign. Garter King-of- 
Arms will lead them, wearing a crown of gold — 
a circlet sprouting acanthus leaves and bearing 
the legend. Miserere mei Dominus secundum tuam 
miser ecordiam — with Clarenceux King - of - Arms, 
herald of below the Trent, and Norroy King-of- 
Arms, herald of above the Trent. These heralds 
and pursuivants escort the representatives of foreign 
lands come to do honour to the King of Great 
Britain and the Empire, Emperor of India. 
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AnK')ngi^i the scarlct-and-silvcr-and-gold uniforms, 

amongsi nid-nodding dyed plumes and feathers, 
will siiow, impressively stark, the black-and-white 
of the United States of America, with no medal, 
no order, no sash. 

.•\s the bells cry overhead, ringing their joyous 
peal of welcome to the coronation, distantly a 
murnnir swells to thunder as the massed people in 
the streets shout at their King’s approach in his 
knobby gill carriage. Louder and louder, dimming 
the bells to a little tinkling— the crying, of the 
people, truest of all homage, a shouting of ecstatic 
love, of the love of subjects for their new Monarch 
and his Qitccn. As the shouting swells deafeningly 
into a crescendo of joy, the stately ceremony 
continues in Westminster Abbey. Churchmen in 
two rows are walking down the nave. Then in 
heraldic tabard the King’s Champion enters, no 
longer mounted and dressed in steel as when he 
nied his challenge before the days of George IV. 
lie is followed by the Sword-bearer, and the 
hchned Gemlcmcu of the Bodyguard, each of whom 
enp the tall haft of a halbert, its curved-edged, 
jagged-backed blade shining like quicksilver in the 
glancing light. 

At tlic west door of the Abbey wait Dean and 
( naptcr bearing the regalia. And as, to the 
tumuhiiotts acclamation of the’ people, King 
.'.nd Queen reach the Abbey, the procession 
itg'nr, for each is preceded by his and her 
by clcrg)' and peers until they reach 
ta-r.ure--thc raised platform built between 
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the four great pillars, and on ^vhich stands the 
throne. 

^ViTH the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Great Cham- 
berlain, the Lord Hic:h Constable, the Earl Marshal 
and Garter King-of-Arms, the Archbishop of 
Cantcrbiir\- presents the King to his people. He 
asks, “Sirs, I here present unto you King George, 
the undoubted King of this realm; 'Wherefore, 
all you \vho arc come this day to do your homage, 
arc you willing to do the same?*' The people 
shout and the boys of ^VcstIninstcr cr\*, “God save 
King George !'■ The trumpets sound amidst the 
clamour. 

“God save Kincr George!'* 

On the altar arc laid Bible, chalice, and paten, 
given by the bishops; then beside these, the Arch- 
bishop places tlic regalia given by the peers. And 
the gold plate pales before the jc^\■cls that flicker 
from its dimmed metal with a hundred coloured 
eyes. Two bishops intone the litany. The King 
takes off his crimson velvet cap as the litany begins, 
and he keeps it off until communion. He remains 
covered during the sermon ^\■hich follows. It is 
usuallv a vcr\' biicf sermon, demanding lovalty 
from the people, royalty from the King. Then 
comes the Oath. The IHng replies to the Arch- 
bishop's questions, saying that he is prepared to 
give the Oath. He promises to govern the people of 
the United Kingdom and the Dominions according 
to the statutes in parliament and tlie la'ws and 
customs of parliament, to cause law and justice 
in mercy to be in his judgments, to maintain to the 
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utmost of ]iis po^vcr tlic laws of God, the true 
profession of the gospel, and the Protestant 
reformed religion established by law, to maintain 
and preserve inviolably the settlement of the 
Church of England and the doctrine, worship, 
discipline, and government thereof, as established 
by law in England, and to preserve unto the 
bishops and clergy of England and the Church 
there committed to their charge all such rights and 
privileges as by law do or shall appertain to them 
or any of them. 

He rises from his chair-of-statc on the theatre 
— the Qiiccn sitting near him — and, standing 
uncovered at the altar, solemnly swears to keep his 
Oath. He has one hand upon the Bible as he speaks, 
and this Bible must be complete; it must contain 
the Apocrypha. He kisses the Book, he signs the 
Oath, then he returns to his chair and kneels as 
the Archbishop begins the hymn, Veni Creator. 

Now follows the anointing, that mystic rite, 
.so old that ^vc do not know its origin. The King 
stands while the Lord Chamberlain takes from him 
the heavy crimson robes, then he walks again to 
tlic altar. Four Knights-of-thc-Gartcr uphold above 
him a canopy of silk or cloth-of-gold — at Richard 
IPs and Henry IV’s coronations this canopy 
\vas held by the Barons of the Cinque Ports — a 
claim which they might well revive to-day — while 
from the altar the Dean of ^Vcstminstcr takes the 
gold ampulla shaped like an eagle which contains 
the holy oil. From this he pours the oil into the 
.silver-gilt spoon. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
then anoints the King. He makes the sign of the 
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cross witli (lie oil on ihc crown of (lie Kini^’s head, 
on his breast, and on the palms of his hands. After 
(hat the Archbishop bhvsses the King, who then 
rises while the Dean cloaks him with the colobiinn 
.sifulonis, (lie snpcrtimica, a long-sJee\'(‘cI pall 
of cloth-of-gold, with a cloth-of-gold girdle. The 
Dean takes from (he altar the spins, symbol of 
chivalry, and (he I.(»r(l Ohamberlain kneels 
as he (onches (he King's heels with them. They 
an* returned to tlu' altar, 'J’hc sword of state 
is given by its bearer to (he Lord Chamberlain, 
who lea\’es it in St. Jsd ward’s Chapel, and takes 
another sword to the peer in place of the one 
snrrcmdered. 'I’his second s\N’ord tlu’ Archbishop 
gives to the King, and it is buckled on him by the 
Lord Chamberlain. 'J'he King offers it to (he altar, 
for this sword symbolisi's Justice. The ]„ord 
Chamberlain (lum reileems it for (he sum of one 
hundred shillings; it is given back to him by the 
Dean, and for (he remainder of the ceremony it 
is upheld naked before the King. 

The Master of (he Robes gives the Dean the 
stole which is placed on the King, who is then 
invested with the pallium or imperial mantle of 
cloth-of-gold, (he Lord Chamberlain fastening 
the clasps across the breast. The Archbishop next 
takes to the King the Orb with the Cross, symbol of 
Christ’s domination of the \vorld. I'his is placed 
on the altar by the Dean, \\’hile the Archbishop 
slips on to the King’s fourth finger the ring or 
annuluin, symbol of royal dignity and of defence 
of the Christian faith. Tlic lord of the manor of 
Worksop, the Duke of Newcastle, offers a rich 
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glove for the King’s right liand in which he is to 
hold the sceptre that is now given him by the 
Archbishop, this is the Sceptre with the Cross, 
the baculum, symbol of royal power and justice. 
In the King’s left hand is placed the Sceptre with 
the Dove, symbol of equity and mercy. 

Now comes the actual coronation, the crowning. 
The King sits in St. Edward’s Chair, and the Arch- 
bishop places on his head the crown imperial. 
At this moment, the peers and Kings-of-Arms lift 
up their coronets and crown themselves while all 
the people cry — 

“God save the King!” 

and trumpets blare as the great guns of the 
Tower are fired. The quire sings to the thunder- 
ing of the cannon and the exultant scream of 
trumpets. 

The complete Bible containing the Apocrypha 
is presented to the King, and he turns to the throne, 
to the throne of King Edward I that holds beneath 
its scat, guarded by four lions, the Scottish Stone 
of Destiny. In old days, the King was actually 
lificd on to the scat, to-day he is merely assisted 
into it by the Archbishop, bishops, and peers. 
The Archbishop then prays that the King might 
keep his oath by holding fast to the throne on which 
he sits, he pronounces the benediction, and the 
7r Daim is sung. 

It is time for fealty and homage to be sworn to 
the King, who has sworn homage to all, to both 
lay and .qiiritual, submitting to their demands, 
himself demanding nothing. Before the tlironc, 
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kneels the Archbishop of Canterbury, who kisses 
the King’s left cheek. Then the heir-presumptive — 
most probably with George VI his brother the 
Duke of Gloucester will stand for the Princess 
Elizabeth — gives homage on behalf of the blood 
royal, all of whom now kneel, then rise and 
in turn touch the King’s crown and kiss him 
on the left cheek. Meanwhile the other peers 
kneel, taking off their coronets, first the dukes, 
then the marquesses, followed by the earls, the 
viscounts, the barons. After kneeling, the first 
of each rank puts off his coronet, and in turn 
alone ascends to the throne, repeating the words 
of homage. 

The King now offers to the Archbishop the 
communion of bread and wine — these are brought 
by two bishops from St. Edward’s Chapel — then 
he kneels making his oblation. He offers a pall of 
cloth-of-gold and a wedge of gold, a pound in 
weight. These are placed on the altar by the Arch- 
bishop, who afterwards gives communion to the. 
King, himself offering the bread, the Dean the 
wine. Then the King puts on his crown, ‘takes up 
the sceptres, and returns to the throne while the 
quire sings the Te Deum. 

The ceremony of the Queen Consort’s crowning 
and inthronisation is simpler than the King’s. 
Her crown is , smaller, lighter — the King’s is 
extremely heavy. By actual law a Queen Consort 
cannot claim the right of coronation, although it 
is naturally given her, except, of course, in such 
exceptional cases as that of George IV and his 
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wretched Caroline. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
also performs the Queen’s crowning: Qiiccn 
Alexandra was crowned by the Archbishop of 
York, but this \vas only by the express permission 
of the Cantcrbuiy primate. 

The anointing is not so prolonged for Queen 
as for King: .she is anointed only on the head, a 
rich canopy of cloth-of-gold being held above licr 
by four peeresses. TJien the Coronation Ring, the 
Seal of Faith, is given to the Archbishop who 
slides it upon the fourth finger of her right hand. 
Referring to it as the crown of glory, honour, and 
joy, the Archbishop raises the Queen’s crown and 
gently ])laccs it upon her head. As the crown is 
lifted, all the peeresses bring up their coronets 
and cro^vn themselves, their white-gloved arms 
rising swan-like in one simultaneous most beautiful 
movement that has thrilled and inspired every one 
fortunate enough to \vitncss it. The Archbishop next 
jpvcs the Queen her Sceptre and her Ivoiy Rod 
with the Dove, after which she is led to her throne, 
to the left of the King. 

Tin-: .solemn ritual is over. 

Still carrying their sceptres, King and Queen 
retire to St. Edward’s Chapel to disrobe. Tlie King 
gives his Sceptre with the Dove to the Archbishop, 
who places it on the altar there; beside it, the 
Dean places the spurs and St. Edward’s Staff. In 
a rolic of purple velvet, wearing a lighter crown, 
the King takes the Orb from the Archbishop. ^Vith 
this in his left hand, the Sceptre with the Cross in 
his right, he passes througli the quire to the west 
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door of the Abbey where, with his Queen, he enters 
upon his second coronation, a simpler, more human 
coronation — the shouting of the people as he steps 
into his coach to be driven through the streets of 
his greatest city — London. 
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The Oath 

Arn:R the recognition, tlic acclamation of tlic 
people, their acceptance of the new King, the 
King gives his oath in answer. This is not the 
Declaration which is a religious matter and, until 
Edward VII tamed it down, it ^vas a fierce de- 
nunciation of Roman Catholicism that was invented 
to debar the Stuarts from reigning, to make certain 
that only Protestants could rule in England. The 
oath is a promise to the people and has always been 
one of the most important items of the ceremony; 
after accepting the King, the people will not crown 
him unless he agrees to follow their demands. Glibly 
have these oaths been given in the past, and often 
swiftly have they been forgotten. The Kings bound 
themselves to lay and spiritual, but it need not be 
added that the commons were never mentioned in 
medieval and later times — they were not mentioned 
in ^^agna Carta, which is mainly a recapitulation 
of past oppressions and a determination on the 
part of both barons and bishops to see that the 
King rectified them. 

To-day the oath is a formula. In a low voice the 
Archbishop asks the King if he intends to abide by 
certain laws, and the King answers that he will. 

It is a pact, a bond between King and people, 
something ver)' intimate. 
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'i'iif.N' llicrc i'. lli<- iJiblr that tn\i‘.t cotUaiti the 
A|)f)f.iyp)ia, and \shit:ii i<. later pie.entefl to the 
i)y ilje Aia lil>i',hf»]). We hn-t disc over lliis in 
the f.f)rrjnatIon o( William and Maiy. Althoufdi 
previou'.ly a iJihle had (jvured iji the ( eieinotiy, it is 
at till*, date ihftp that U'e find it heitjg given to the 
Ming, ft was a :.ymhol of tin- rree(h)m from Uoine. 
W'e will .‘.ff! later with what joy Ojieeij Kii/aheth 
W'as {>re'.ented with a Itihle dining her .state ride 
fiaan the lower to the Ahhev, hut here it was 
merely an ara.ident, a .‘.udden inspiration of the 
(.ity to .show that the tlnaldom (>t Maiy'.s priests 
was gone, a.nd that horn now the }>(>ok of Ood 
f.oidd he piinted oj)enly in hngllsh and openly 
read. When a hihle was C)fieied to diaries II on 
his arriv'al in Ihigland, the .spiiit of the ofl'ering 
coidd not ha\'e been .so genuine as in llizaheih's 
ease; it was a hint, almo.t a threat that the popery 
of the Stuarts would never again he tolerated. 
Tactful Charles, always ready to eompromi.se, 
ecstaticallv answered that it was the one thing he 
loved most in all the w()rld. 

The idea of giving a Itihle to the King during 
coronation was inspired hy the similar procedure 
in the consecration of a bishop, I’he fact that it 
must be complete rnean.s little, simply a revolt from 
Uorne. 
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The Anointing 

Before lie sits upon the throne, before he is even 
crowned, the King must be anointed. He must be 
prepared spiritually for the great trust ahead. In 
this ceremony arc used the ampulla and the 
spoon. The ampulla contains the holy oil and 
is formed in the shape of an eagle. For long, 
our present one was believed to have formed 
a part of the regalia made for Charles II, 
but close examination has revealed that it is of 
much earlier date; some even insist that it is 
Byzantine. All the same it cannot be doubted tliat 
Vyncr — who made the regalia for Charles — went 
over the original eagle with a graver and added 
portions, particularly the usings and pedestal. 
This was probably an earlier and less important 
ampulla than the one sold by the Commonwealth, 
which was also of gold with pearls and diamonds, 
its claws resting on lapis lazuli. Our present eagle 
is of crude workmanship, nine inches high vith a 
wing-stretch of seven inches; it is of solid gold, mtli 
a narrow channel to contain a little oil made 
chicOy of olive oil and balm. 

Whatever doubts there might be of the antiquity 
of the ampulla, there can be none about the spoon 
into which the oil is poured. The handle is seven 
and a half inches long, tapering towards the top, 
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ornamented and at one time enamelled, and is set 
with pearls. The handle dips like a Roman and 
early Christian spoon where it meets the bowl, 
it curves abruptly down so that it is actually much 
higher than the bowl which has a definite Stuart 
shape, being spadc-like. There is a beautiful 
arabesque design on this bowl, and a ridge rises 
down its centre, almost forming two bowls. When 
in i8go, the spoon was examined by the fellows 
of the Society of Antiquaries, London, “it was by 
a general consensus of opinion attributed to the 
twelfth or beginning of the thirteenth century.” ^ 

The original ampulla, now gone for ever, was 
enshrined in a famous legend of the Middle Ages. 
It was told that St. Thomas Becket when at Sens 
was vouchsafed a vision of the Virgin Mary who 
gave him the eagle with a phial of oil, telling Iiim 
that the fifth ICing after Henry II would recover 
Normandy, and would conquer the Holy Land, 
which shows a prophetic power truly divine, as in 
those days England had not lost Normandy. St. 
Thomas hid the treasure where it remained buried 
until unearthed during the reign of Edward II 
who asked the Pope for permission to use it. As 
the Pope shuffied out of a direct answer, the oil 
was put away until Richard II discovered it in the 
Tower for his usurper, Henry IV, to use. 

In medieval days after the anointing the King s 
head was swathed in cloth — called a chrismale— 
and had to remain covered for days so that the 
divine chrism would soak into the scalp and not a 

Archaologia, vol. liii. 1892. The Spoon and its History, by C. J- 
Jackson, F.S.A. 
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drop be wasted. Anointing then was a tliorough 
afiaii-j but to-day the sign of the Cross only is made 
with the oil. In former times the Kings usually 
sat, sometimes they knelt, while Edward VI “lay 
prostrate.” To-day, the King stands. 

The anointing does not seem so important to 
us, yet it remains one of the most vital parts of the 
ceremony. It is an ancient rite, known to primitive 
peoples, and Hovedon, the chronicler, tells us that 
it gives tlie King glory, fortitude, and knowledge. 
Before the King can don the kingly garments he 
must be purified. He has given his oath as a man, 
as one born of original sin, and of no greater 
strength and purity than you or I; then must he 
be anointed, made semi-divine, before the albe 
of kingship can be clipped around his shoulders. 

d’liE supertunica placed upon the King and the 
other ecclesiastical parts of the ceremony show its 
extreme likeness to the consecration of a bishop. The 
following table will make the similarity very clear 

CoNSr.CRATION OF A CONSECRATION OF THE 

Bishop King 

Oath of ohcdicj'.cc to the metro- Oath to observe the laws of St. 
f'oUtan see, and examination Edward, and examination by 
by the metropolitan. the metropolitan. 

UUmy, laying or. of hands, and '^Veni Creator,” Collect and 
”l'fni Creator.” Litany. [It is more than prob- 

able that the layinp^ on of 
hands was a part of the 
earliest coronations.] 

* Ritiir.lic: I'cetesis Anrjican^, by W. Mastdl (London), 

vv'L 5'u.; quoted by J. Wicldia^in Lrqq in his fa5cinaling The 
eV *.*- cf Kioft femes / (F. F. Robinson), Ip02. 
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Consecration of a Bishop. Consecration of the King, 

One collect. Four collects. 

Consecratory Preface. Consecratory Preface. 

Anointing. Anointing. 

Vesting with alb, tunicle, and 
stole. 

Delivery of the crosier, ring, and Delivery of sword, allium re- 
mitre, with the Book of the gale'' or cope, crown, ring, 

Gospels. sceptre, and rod. [Also the 

Bible.] 

Eucharist. Eucharist. 

At one time the King was literally the head of the 
English Church with power over the clergy, but 
slowly through the Middle Ages, Pope after Pope 
dragged this power away, until John surrendered 
every right in desperate attempts to keep his 
throne. Later Kangs fought back, gaining here, 
losing there, but to-day tlie connection between 
Church and State is a slight thing, although the 
Church still keeps a tenacious grip on the right of 
sitting in the House of Lords. Nominally it would 
seem that the King until very recently had control 
of the Church, for the Crown was vested with the 
right of ecclesiastical patronage, including arch- 
bishops, bishops, deans, and occasionally canons; 
in truth, however, the Grown did little more than 
initial the appointments made by the Prime 
Minister. Even Queen Victoria found herself 
usually defeated in her attempts to have her 
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protege preferred, altliough she did manage to 
entice Disraeli into putting through the stupid 
Public Worship Regulation Act of 1874, only to 
discover how strong had grown high church ideals. 

^Vc must thank Edward VII for a great deal 
of modern religious tolerance. Having Roman 
Catholic friends he was not going to have them 
constitutionally insulted, and he altered slightly 
the form of the coronation oath. Slowly the Church 
of England has slid from its position in the State, 
and it was almost severed by George V’s enactment 
of 1919 that gave freedom of preference to a 
church assembly. This would appear a triumph, 
but in actuality it showed how religion and royalty 
were becoming divisible. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury might prepare thunderbolts for ex- 
Edward VIII, but no matter what furious outcries 
he might make, he cannot affect the constitution. 
Me is only a prelate giving a private opinion and, 
incidentally, helping even further to drive re- 
ligion from the State, and also from the hearts of 
the people. 
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The Crowns 

Of all the regalia used at the coronation, the 
crown and throne would seem the most important, 
but this merely emphasises the difference between 
the old and the modern attitudes, for in medieval 
times the crowning was a kind of incident, the 
vital part of the ceremony being the anointing. 
No longer is the coronation a religious rite. It takes 
place in an abbey and the officiants are churchmen; 
a Bible figures prominently in the ritual; there is a 
sermon and church service, but to most of us of the 
twentieth century this all seems of little importance, 
a mere appanage to the crowning. The medieval 
man thought practically the opposite. The Liber 
Regalis speaks of no acclamation at the crowning; 
to the writer of that work two things in the cere- 
mony are vital — the unction and the inthronisa- 
tion. We can understand the importance of the 
latter, but the former no longer touches us with its 
mystical union of kingship and divinity. 

To us, the crown stands forth; it symbolises 
royalty. When we think of Kings, we think auto- 
matically of crowns, thrones, and sceptres, never 
of holy oil dripping from a phial into a spoon and 
from a spoon upon the head of a man. 

The original crown had no royal significance; it 
was a wreath to place around the head of a great 
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mnn—ofa soldier, an atlilctCjOra scholar. A chain of 
fiowers and leaves was, in Roman days, woven for 
the conqueror of a city, symbolising that the earth 
and the things of that earth now belonged to 
him. The famous tale, probably apocryphal — it is 
repeated of many men, including Julius CcTsar — 
of how William the Bastard slipped as he landed 
on English earth, and to turn the evil omen into 
a good augury, cried, “By the splendour of God, 
I have taken seizin of my kingdom, the earth of 
Ihigland is in my two hands!” is a survival of this 
custom. Even tvhen the emperors were accepted in 
Rome, they were never permitted the imperial 
diadem; they were, however, allo\vcd the crown. 
The Uro tvords have now become practically 
synonymous, yet originally there was a vast difler- 
cncc between them, for the crotvn tvith its bubble 
of leaves could be given in transient honour: it 
quickly faded, but the diadem endured. At first it 
was a band of richly embroidered linen or silk 
which developed into a fiat gold chaplet. From 
what we can decipher of pre-Norman Englisli 
coins, it would seem that our Anglo-Saxon Kings 
had diadems, not crowns. After the concpicst, 
from William I, the crown definitely appears. It 
^vould therefore seem that our cro^\'n has nothing 
to do with the ancient one, it is an evolution of the 
diadem — tlic gold band has sprouted leaves. 

I- mil the Lancastrians this type of crown 
t*.\istrd~-a band of metal with variously shaped 
uju'isdus. Tile first reference to a modern type is 
to be loimd in Froissart's description of Henry I\”s 
corouaiiou where the crown is definitely stated to be 
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arched in the shape of a cross. From then the 
evolution was slow, consisting mainly in variations 
of the upright bars, some being curved, some being 
more right-angular, some having thicker circlets, 
some slimmer, all jewelled and surmounted by a 
cross. 

An examination of past and modern crowns 
makes one regret this evolution. Until Henry IV, 
the crowns were simpler, more beautiful. They 
were not so ostentatious. That of Edward II par- 
ticularly is a work of splendid craftsmanship and 
design, and it continued in the same simple form 
until Henry IV arched it, making the uprights 
meet. The old open crown was undoubtedly the 
better of the two. 

William I’s crown was a plain circlet with four 
uprights terminating in trefoils, and there was 
probably little variation with William IPs. Henry I 
added pearls and turned the trefoils into a close 
resemblance to fleur-de-Us. 

Although, from Froissart, it would seem that 
Henry IV used the modern type, his Canterbury 
tombs shows the old open form, but with far 
more ostentatious chasing and jewelling. The first 
appearance of the arched crown on the royal seal 
is in the time of Edward IV, 1461. 

The imperial crown of to-day can be seen in the 
Wakefield Tower of the Tower of London, close 
to the spot where, it is alleged without the slightest 
evidence whatever, Henry VI was murdered. 
It was made for Charles II after the Common- 
wealth had sold the regalia, and since 1661 all 
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Kings of England have been crowned witli it. 
^Multicoloured gems flash from the gold circlet 
on which stand fleur-de-lis and crosses pales — a 
form of Maltese Cross. Out of these spring the 
two gold arches, bubbling at the edges ^^■ith great 
pearls; without these arches the crown would 
remain a coronet. As the arches cross, the metal 
sinks, and in this hollow stands a globe of gold 
that bears a cross snapping with jewels, crusted 
with heavy drop-shaped pearls, lustrously reflecting 
the light of gems ^vith sullen beauty. The crown 
weighs nearly 5 lb. Inside is the purple velvet cap 
of maintenance, edged with miniver, protecting 
the King’s head from the sharp heavy metal. It 
was Henry VII who, with his miserly habit of 
degrading anything to his personal needs, first 
put the cap of State to such a shameful use. In 
medieval ages this cap of maintenance was a ver}^ 
dignified and important .symbol, ivorn by the King 
and by great dignitaries as a sign of official power, 
and like the Cardinal’s red hat, it was carried 
before the King in processions. Now it has almost 
disappeared from the royal regalia; it is used 
chiefly as a cushion under the crown. 

Inr.RE have always been many cro^vns. The King 
possesses three. The one described above is usually 
called St. Edward’s crown; then there is tlie 
Imperial State Crown, and also the Imperial 
v.iown of India. TJic State Crown now in the 
loiver was made in 1839 I^r Qiiccn Victoria, and 
’^•‘iih various .slight alterations has been used by 
I.dward \ II and George V. It weighs 39 oz. 
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5 dwts., and carries the Black Prince’s ruby, Queen 
Elizabeth’s pearl ear-iings, the Stuart sapphire, 
St. Edward’s sapphire, and the Star of South 
Africa. 

The Crown of India was made for George V 
when he was crowned Emperor at Delhi in 1912. 
The Crown of England by law is not allowed outside 
the British Isles. For that reason, a third crown 
had to be made for India. This cost ;^6o,ooo, and 
the jewels are mainly diamonds — that spitfire of 
stones seeming to splinter in the light. 

While St. Edward’s crown is the one placed on 
the King’s head during the ceremony, when he 
afterwards enters St. Edward’s Chapel he exchanges 
it for the State Crown. The reason for this is not 
symbolic, it is for personal comfort. The State 
Crown is much the lighter and therefore will not 
impose such a strain upon the King when he passes 
through the city. The variation in shape — to 
differentiate it as the Imperial from the Royal — ^is 
mainly in the arches which do not sink into a 
hollow when they meet, but slope upwards to the 
cross-topped monde. 

Until the seventeenth century the crown was 
censed with holy water, thus again emphasising 
the religious strength of the ceremony. 

The Queen also has, three crowns, although one 
of them is more properly a diadem. There is the 
crown of Mary of Modena, Mary of Modena’s 
diadem, and the Queen’s State Crown. This last 
is the personal property of Queen Mary, although 
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three of its huge diamonds probably belong to the 
Slate. It is nothing but diamonds, no splash of 
colour darkens the icy curves; it glitters and moves 
Nvith the colour of the light around it, a thing of 
purity, coldly and perfectly chaste. The band, 
rimmed witli small stones, is made of alternate 
roses and crosses of diamonds, broken at the front 
by the huge eye of one of the four Stars of Africa. 
From the band spring up three fleur-de-lis and 
three crosses pates alternately; they are composed 
entirely of diamonds, and they branch into six 
dcmi-archcs gliding in, snake-like, to curl suddenly 
into a support for the monde which is a ball of 
diamonds that seem as if a heap of stones had been 
screwed up in one’s hands, and erushed together 
into one bursting mass of liglit. Above is a cross 
pate holding in its heart another of the Stars of 
Africa, drop-shaped as if ready to melt. In the 
very centre of the crown, perched on the rim of a 
cross pate is the famous Koh-i-noor — huge, round, 
seeming to sweat with its own beauty, a frozen 
creature .slumbering sluggishly and just awakening 
to blink cat-like at the sun. The history of this 
,*^ionc, the Mountain of Light, is famous, and tradi- 
tions of bloodshed and treachery cling to it. But 
unstained, superb in its beauty, it glares now at us 
from Qiiccn Mar)'’’s crown in the Tower of London. 

Qitccn Maiy of Modena’s crown is quite small. 
Unlike the present Qjiiccn Mary’s it docs not fit the 
head, it remains perched on top of it, and it, too, 
has no touch of colour; it is made entirely of pearls 
and diamonds. Large diamonds run around the 
b.'uid which is edged vdth pearls, each one of 
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^vliich is the size of a pea. Diamond crosses pates 
and flem'-de-lis spring from this band, and two 
arches break from the crosses pates and are built 
of peai'ls and diamonds. "^Nhere they cross, there 
is a small hoUo^v on ^vhich rests the diamond- 
crusted monde. 

The diadem is of little importance, but its ver}* 
simplicity comes almost as a relief; it appeals as 
a tiling of extreme beauty ivhen one turns one's 
dazzled eyes from the more splendid croisns. It 
has no arches, it is simply a pearl-edged band 
of broad gold encrusted isith diamonds enclosing 
a crimson velvet cap. 




XI 


The Sceptres 


The Sceptre with tlic Cross was originally the 
same as the Orb — or Monde — and stood for the 
same tiling, Christianity dominating the world. 
Most ancient of symbols, it comes to us from our 
Saxon Kings, taken by them from Rome. You can 
see it on the coins of St. Edward. The Sceptre witli 
the Dove will also be found in St. Edward’s hand 
on his Great Seal. That with the Cross has come 
to mean kingly power: that wth the Dove signifies 
equity and mercy, called by Cranmer, “sceptre 
with the Moly Ghost on tlie top.” 

In the Wakefield Tower arc five sceptres. The 
most important is naturally the King’s Royal 
Sceptre with the Cross, and the next most im- 
poi'tant, that with the Dove. The three others arc 
the Qiiccn’s Sceptre with the Cross, made for Maiy 
oi Modena; the Qiiccn’s Sceptre with the Dove; 
and the Qiiecn’s Ivor)’- Rod, also made for Mary. 
1 hen there is St. Edward’s stall' also used in the 


coronation. This is the Rod of Justice. Longer 
than the sceptres, being four feet seven and a half 
inches high, it ends with a steel spike as it was 
intended for a walking-stick, and walking in the 
ancient days out-of-doors rarely meant walking on 


pavmg-stoncs. It is gold and has a gold globe on 
top bearing a gold cross: it is said that the original 
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staff, destroyed by the Commonwealth, contained 
a scrap of the true cross, but if we could collect all 
the scraps of the true cross scattered over Europe 
in the Middle Ages we should have more than 
enough to build a house. That this staff should be 
added to the sceptres when it has no more symbolic 
value may appear unnecessary, but the intention 
was that it should guide the King’s footsteps 
along the path of justice and equity. Made for the 
Stuarts, it failed dismally in its purpose. 

The Sceptre with the Cross is about three feet 
long, of gold, and heavy jewelled. It kept its Stuart 
shape, based on the ancient model, until the reign 
of Edward VII when he incorporated the largest 
part of the Star of Africa diamond into the head 
of the sceptre — a delicate task, as Edward wanted 
nothing lost of the principal beauty — and, in fact, 
it added greater beauty and more dignity. The old 
sceptre was topped with a tall diamond fleur-de- 
lis supporting an amethyst monde with a cross. 
The jewellers, under Edward’s orders, inserted 
the huge diamond below the amethyst monde and 
compressed the fleur-de-lis into an even more 
attractive shape. The diamond is unbelievably 
perfect. It is drop-shaped, 2 3^ inches long, ifl 
inches wide, and weighs 516^ carats. It glitters and 
seems to burn with silver fire, light crinkling over 
its surface. Four gold clasps grip it and can be 
opened if necessary to release the fiery prisoner. 
The splendid amethyst monde above seems dull 
beside its companion. It rests on an enamelled 
scroll and is encircled by a band with an arch of 
gold, rubies, and diamonds. Above the amethyst 
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if; (he cross of diamonds, holding an emerald in its 
lieari. Tlic l>ull“cnd of the sceptre is a sphere 
covered with jewels and diamonds, seeming as if it 
liad been nsed to pound up precious stones that still 
cling to the gold in gaudy profusion. Jewels run up 
the sloping sceptre from the butt; they blossom out 
as if the rod were bui*sting into coloured flame, 
and this ends in a ring of gems in enamel, above 
which is the smooth grip terminating in a ring 
similar to the ring below. 

Hie Sceptre with the Dove is not so rich as the 
other, lacking the Star of Africa, yet it is rich enough 
and very beautiful. The white enamelled Dove, 
symbol of the Holy Ghost, is perched upon a cross, 
its wings outspread as if prepared to beat the air; 
out of the white enamel gleam eyes, beak, and feet — 
all gold. The golden cross on which the bird stands 
rests on a gold monde ringed with a fillet of diamonds 
and arched with a similar fillet. A band of diamonds 
runs bcncatli the monde, and diamonds seem to 
drip over the edge, curling down the slope of the 
sceptre, holding gay gems. In the centre of the 
sceptre is a ring of enamels and gems, and on 
top and bottom of the ring is delicate gold open- 
work with enamels, coloured gems, and diamonds. 
Another band grips the sceptre farther down. The 
boss at the foot is held by two rings — one of jewels, 
the other enamelled. 

'1 his sceptre the King holds in liis left hand. 

1 nr. Queen’s Sceptre with the Cross was made for 
Mary of Modena. It is two feet ten inches long and 
i'^ of goldj and, unlike the King's, the grip is not 
I- 8i 
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towards the centre but towards its tip above a huge 
boss sprayed with jewels. The other side of the grip, 
reaching up beyond the centre of the haft is a 
lovely tree of open-work in gold, with diamond 
leaves and flowers. At the top is a double fleur-de- 
lis rich with diamonds and upholding the gold 
monde with its band and arch of diamonds. Atop 
of the monde stands the cross, a diamond in each 
of its arms, and one to blink from the centre. 

The Queen’s Sceptre with the Dove is smaller 
than the King’s but is similar in shape. The 
difference between the two is mainly this; the band 
and arch of the Queen’s monde are broken with 
gems amongst the diamonds and have red and 
white enamelled leaves; round the centre of the 
haft runs a band of rich blue enamel splashed with 
gems and white enamel; near the foot is another 
band, one of gold open-work bright with gems 
and enamel; and from the foot swells a boss of 
gold, gems, and enamel. Like so much of the 
regalia, this lovely' sceptre disappeared for many 
years until, in 1814, it was found at the back of a 
shelf in the Jewel House. 

The Queen’s Ivory Rod did not disappear, it 
was sold by the Commonwealth. The present one 
was made for Mary of Modena, and is a copy of 
the one so lost. It is three feet one and a half inches 
long and is of ivory of three pieces, each piece 
being joined to the next with rings of gold. On top 
is a gold monde, warmly coloured with champleve 
• enamels; above the monde stands the gold cross on 
which is perched the dove with golden eyes and 
beak and feet, like the Kang’s; but, unlike the 
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Kinr:’?;, ilic v.-ing': arc not open; tlicy arc shut as 
if the birci v.'crc clijipcd in love, content to rest for 
ever on the cross. At the rod's end is a boss similar 
to the monde. 

‘i'm: rings used during tlic coronation are the 
!)rr;r)nn] ])ropcrty of each sovereign; those at 
IHTfcni in the To^vcr were made for Queen Mary 
nmi Ilis late Majesty King George V. 
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The Orb 

When the Orb — or Monde — was placed in the 
firm little hand of Queen Victoria, she asked 
plaintively, “Vfiiat am I to do with it?” Lord John 
Th}mne answered, “Your Majesty is to cany it, if 
you please, in your hand.” “Am I?” said Victoria,- 
“it is very hea\y.” And heavy indeed it is for a girl 
to hold, for it is six inches in diameter and thick 
with jewels. 

The Orb is an ancient symbol, showing Christ’s 
domination of the earth. There are two in the 
Towner — one for a King, the other for a Queen. 
William and Mary were the reason for this, for, 
as they "^vere crowmed together, a second orb was 
necessary. The Queen’s is much smaller and lighter 
than the King’s and will be used by Queen Eliza- 
beth. Victoria had to cany the heavy one. This is 
a golden ball, encircled by a fillet of gold, the 
edges of which are of pearls holding clusters of 
diamond-ringed gems set in borders of white and 
red enamel. The centre stones of each cluster are 
great rubies, sapphires, and emeralds. A similar 
fillet runs across the top of the Orb, arching to meet 
the fillet below. There is a huge bright amethyst 
on top of the globe, one and a half inches high, 
faceted all over. It supports a tall diamond-edged 
cross pat& resting on a collar of diamonds above 
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t!u* njnrihy.st. In the centre of the cross on one side 
j-- an rnunalcl, on the other a sapphire blinking 
from a rufT of diamonds. Diamonds run along the 
cthres of the arms, down the centres of the arms; 
and at the ends of the arms arc large pearls, glitter- 
ins: Ida: licavy drojrs of dew, and pearls nestle 
within each inner corner of the cross. 

lake practically all the present regalia, the 
Oib was made for Charles II. 

Tn?: Queen’s Orb is a smaller, less gorgeous, copy 
of the King's. It is of gold, with a band and arch of 
alternately circular and octagonal rubies, sappliires, 
and emeralds, ridged \vith pearls. The cross is 
gay v.’iili rubies, sapphires, and diamonds. 
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The Swords and the Spurs 

There is no deep symbolic meaning in the 
splendid Sword of State, a jewelled and gorgeous 
weapon. The King is now a soldier, and as a soldier 
he takes this sword from the bishops, is girded with 
it, then surrenders it in the service of the Church 
from whom it is redeemed for the paltry sum of 
a hundred shillings. Beautiful though this sword 
undoubtedly is, any knight who tried to wield it 
would rip his palms to rags on the jewels; but it is a 
symbol — a symbol not so much of war as of courage. 

The Spurs must enter the same category as the 
Sword; they are a symbol of knighthood. The 
pair used in the coronation are of medieval form 
although fashioned for Charles II; they are prick- 
spurs without rowels, ending in a sharp point, 
and are of solid gold, richly chased and have straps 
of crimson velvet embroidered with gold. They, 
like the Sword, are offered at the altar and later 
redeemed. This custom which seems so peculiar 
is based in tradition. Arms were not allowed 
within a church in medieval times, even wretched 
murderers seeking sanctuary had to fling their 
weapons aside before entering. The slayers of 
Thomas Becket at first left their swords and axes 
outside, hoping perhaps to lure Becket into the 
open, and later they had to return and fetch them 
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THE SPURS 


hctovc hiilii)!: him. Apparently tlic .sacrilege of 
<ii‘Unbing a. chiirrh v.'ilh a sword oi axe was nioic 
U ii-hmimt than the killing of an archbishop. Until 
ihr hM fatal montcnls, the murderers’ piety was 
n:rh that they did their best to drag Bcckct outside 
thr- w.dls so as not to desecrate God’s liouse tvith 
hi- blood. A worshipper entering a church in the 
Middle A'^cs left his weapons with an attendant 
a.i I hr door, and lie had to buy them back again on 
rniir/ out. 'Ihis custom is recalled in the coronation. 

'fhrrr are two Swords of State: the lovely 
wra.pttn u;tal in the ceremony and a long two- 
handh'd sword with a thirty-two foot blade, two 
ini’hr' broad, 'fiiis is used at the opening of parlia- 
snent a.iid is the one with which George V knighted 
hdw.ud \*ni wlien creating him a Knight of the 
t hi! ivi . It a far less valuable weapon than the one 
U ' d in the. coiXiuatiou, which is the most valuable 
'Wnrd in the world. The grip of tlic latter is com- 
p’>'' d rniijcly of diamonds, heaped together like 
<se iird ire. brcausc of tlie glare and mass of the 
it U dilhruh to follow their design of oak 
1' av.- and ac(»i nv, ^Vhat tliese .symbolise is unccr- 
tahi, ()nc theory would commemorate Charles II 



r in, ;u 2 oa.l; tree when the parliament men 
latn.tint: him; atioiher would cnslirinc the 



tyrhyimr Knfd.and. On top of the grip is a 
nr- idtai diamond with giant rubies on each 
ai iirlov.' thwe a doubjc row of emeralds 
nnmah. 'riu* quiUons. split wjlli a sfjuarc 
1. air o* thie!: v.-ith diamonds that you can 
tn.r* -old benrath, and at the tip of each 
n a. lion’.s head made of tinv closc-.sct 
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diamonds. The slim blade itself is very valuable, 
beingmade of the finest tempered steel of Damascus. 
The sheath is of later date, being made for 
George IV, at which time many of the jewels were 
added. This sheath is of dull gold, thickly sprinkled 
with jewels. At the top, a sapphire, a ruby, two 
diamonds, and a yellow sapphire — a rare, exceed- 
ingly valuable stone — ^make a cross around which 
are laurel sprays of diamonds. Then comes the 
Rose of England for which the soft glow of a ruby 
makes the heart, surrounded by diamonds; next, 
Scotland’s Thistle of rubies, emeralds, and 
diamonds; next, Ireland’s Shamrock of emeralds. 
Again in the same order, Rose, Thistle, Shamrock; 
and for a third time, the three are repeated as the 
sheath tapers to a point to end with an oblong 
turquoise set in diamonds. 

This sword, of such value that its price cannot 
be reckoned when the emerald alone between the 
quillons is worth £2^00, was once actually lost. 
It was in the time of Queen Victoria when the 
Keeper of the Regalia, contemplating the eternity 
of her reign, probably decided that there never 
would be any more use for it. At any rate, it dis- 
appeared, and nobody noticed how or when, 
or even knew that it had gone. It was found by 
accident, in a disused cupboard. As it was kept in 
a box resembhng a gun-case, nobody had bothered 
to investigate. This case has a groove for a second 
sword which apparently has gone for ever. It may 
turn up some time, but at any rate we can console 
ourselves with the thought that it was most prob- 
ably less valuable than the one discovered. 
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Mvord has a knack of disappearing. It did 
IV, [ inrn tip for William IV^s coronation, and 
p.-ilnidy could find it for George Ill’s. They had 
in horrow one from the Lord Mayor, and the 
King, a great stickler for formality, Avas very 
.u:‘:rirvcd. On entering the Abbey, however, the 
I’.'ond v.a<; seen to have got there before them, for 
it v:vs lying on the .altar. It was on this occasion 
that Lord ICninghain, Deputy Marshal, made the 
Miprcancly tactless remark wlicn remonstrated 
v.ith by the solemn King, “It is true, sir; but I 
ha.\-c: tak(‘n care that the next coronation shall be 
ivanilatfd in the cxactcst manner possible.” But 
then, it might have been supreme wit. One cannot 

trli. 


n!>n>3;s the Sword of State, three other swords arc 
U fd in the coronation. First, there is Curtana, 
Sv.’ord of Mercy, also called the Sword of St. 
l.d '.van! the Confessor, which, with the other two, 
:c iu by the Pope to Henry VIII, together with 
tinst liigh-t'ounding title Defender of the Faith, 
<<f v.’hich Henry proved himself so worthy. The one 
dsing that difiereniiatcs Curtana is that about six 
untbrs {>1 in, tip have been snapped off to show the 
r!r:nrnt ns Merry. L is otherwise exactly like the 
-tbr: nv.,, luaving a straight, flat, broad blade. 

I hr oi'ncis leprcscm Temporal and Spiritual 
Jiutirr. 
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The Throne 

There is a peculiar type of mind that ■v^dshes to 
leave something of itself behind, even if it is a 
reputation for infamy, and probably this queer 
desire has instigated more than a few murders. I 
would cheerfully pardon all murderers if I could 
have the delight of hanging the villains who, 
inspired by this abominable lust, have desecrated 
'with initials not only some of the lovely alabasters 
in Westminster Abbey, but also, armed "^vith sharp 
penknives, have laid their desecrating hands upon 
the throne of England itself. There it stands in the 
Abbey church, proclaiming with its pock-marked 
surface the initials of generations of criminals. 
Would that they could be caught, if still Hving! 
With their capture I would like to revive one or 
two of the customs of the days when that throne 
was first chopped out -^vith an adze; they had good, 
healthy customs for people wilfully placing them- 
selves outside aU hope of sympathy. Boihng in oil 
was one of them, if I remember rightly. Gladly 
would mine be the hand to light that fire, and mine 
the ears to listen to the lobster-like screams from 
that stew of infamy within. We might include the 
Office of Works of 1887 in that pot, for those 
zealous ofiicials most brutally varnished the wood, 
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btu i)m at least has given employment for those 
ttving to scrape the v.irnisli ofl' again. 

Vcs, there in the Abbey is the throne, built 
hv lahvard I, enclosing within it the lions of 
Ihieland, the Scone Stone of Scotland, and there 
ahn jrmain the only mementoes of criminals — 
names and initials. 


I'.nwARi) 1 btiilt this chair particularly to guard 
that crude bloc): of red sandstone wliich he seized 
in Scotland. In Jiuic 1296, Edward entered Edin- 
b\in:h ('aKlie, and he came out with three coffers of 
uca.Mirr; tium, in August, he entered the Abbey of 
Si f«nr and came out vdth the “fatal stone’’ enclosed 
hi chair. This stone was said to have been the 
cudfu'Si on which Jacob rested at Bcth-cl and 
^ w.a< hcd the coloured angels ascend to and descend 
fmm luaven. From Bcth-cl it travelled to Egypt, 
bom J'uypt to Spain, from Spain to Ireland, and 
itoin Ireland into Scotland. It was believed, and 
Kijit: Krnneili 11 engraved the belief upon a plate 
ir.csi tii its Mirface, tliat with this stone would 
tin- M'cptrc of Scotland: 





j.'Jli'.l fatuvi 
hiOul'TA 


Scali quocunque locatum 
ugiiau' kucnUir ibidem. 


[I r.U:< cyjunst them. ^Scots hold sway 

i\y Jmd thi^ store and its call obey.] 

J.v=.'ir' 1 o:<.ucht the nropjtecv to truth, althoutrh- 
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^vcrc recently only frustrated by Scotland Yard 
from triumphantly dragging their stone back to 
the nortli. 

After stealing the preeious relic from Scotland, 
Edu'ard considered making a chair to fit it. His 
first idea was to build one of brass to be used bv the 
celebrant at Mass, but he changed his mind and 
instead, in 1300, paid one hundred shillings to one 
Master Adam for a wooden seat, and i 3J‘. for 
can-ang, painting, and gilding two small leopards 
in \vood. These leopards have disappeared: the 
lions under the chair to-day arc comparatively 
modern, as also is the step. 

In its present tragic state it is difficult to recon- 
struct the bcautv of Edward's original royal chair 
^vhcn it was patterned in gesso and gold, was . 
bright with jewels and probably soft ^nth padding. 

A microscope is needed to decipher faint outlines 
of old ornamentation, and vandals' penknives have 
\vTought destruction upon what little had remained 
after centuries. 

Not onlv have vandals and Scottish nationalists 

4 

greedily eyed the ancient throne, but on June ii, 
1914, it almost went for ever. A bomb was dis- 
covered fixed to one of the crockets. Luckily, small 
damage was done. 

On this throne \v'ill King George VI be seated. 
King of England, over the Scottish Lia Fail. In 
the early days at their coronations. Kings ^vere 
actually lifted into the seat — a memor}* of the 
times when soldiers raised their leaders on their 
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shield*'. Atid .^cntccl in JSclwtnd I s clin.irj the ICin^ 
h fold thru he must stand fast and hold firm, while 
under iiim rests the magic pillow of Jacob, that 
more than ancient symbol. 

Saxon rulers were lifted not on to a chair but 
on to a stone, a ritual that is still recalled in the 
name, of Kingston-on-Thames. Nor should it be 
fnrgoUen that when brave Jack Cade entered 
l.ondt>n with the commons of England, he tapped 

vdih his sword the mvstic London Stone still to be 

0 

?een behind its grille at the Church of St Swithin, 

Cannon Street, and cried, “Now is Mortimer lord 

of thi*; ritv!” 

0 

Since King Ikhvard Ts painter. Master Walter, 
fidtioned the leopards for this chair, since the hands 
of inedirval craftsmen tenderly adzed the shaggy 
edge,', fjf the oak and carved on its surface intricate 
brauiiful designs, the throne has been the scat of 
all our Kings. Only once did it leave the Abbey, 
v.hen for Cromwell it was carried into nearby 
We iminstcr Hall .so that he could be inaugurated 
Loui Protector of the realm, sitting “under a 
prinre-likc canopy of state.” The power of the 
du one w.as .<o great a symbol that even Cromwell 

h:«.d to bow to it and accept it to make his rule 

.•ccurr. 
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Fealty and Homage 

Fr. Ai/FY is given by the religious, homage by the 
lay barons. To quicken the ceremony, it was 
arranged for Edward \TI as he was still weak from 
his operation that the Archbishop of Canterbuiy^ 
should represent the religious; the heir to the 
throne the other members of tiie royal house; 
and the senior peer of each rank the lesser members 
of his rank. Tliis was continued at George V'*s 
coronation, and ^\•iII certainly be followed at 
George \’rs. And it shows the extreme religious 
tolerance of Protestant England that our premier 
peer, the Duke of Norfolk, should be the head 
of the most po^vcrful Roman Catholic house in 
England. 

\Vith tlic other bishops, the Archbishop of 
Canterbur)^ kneels before the King and offers 
fealt}^ He says, according to tlie old formula still 
untouched: ‘T, N., Archbishop of M., will be 
faithful and true, and faith and truth bear unto 
you our sovereign lord and your heirs, Kings 
[and Queens] of England [Great Britain, etc.]; 
and I shall do and truly ackno'vvdedge the lands 
which I claim to hold of you, as in right of the 
church. So help me God.” He then stands up 
and kisses the King’s left cheek; he is followed by 
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the officiating bishops, who each kiss the King s 
left cheek. 

The oath of homage is richer sounding, more 
medieval. The peers kneel before the King; fipt 
kneels and swears the premier duke; after him 
come marquess, earl, viscount, and baron. In 
turn each touches the King’s crown and kisses his 
left cheek, after placing his hands inside the King’s 
and giving homage in these words; ‘T, N., Duke 
[or Marquess, etc.] of M., become your liege man 
of life and hmb and of earthly worship; and faith 
and truth shall bear unto you, to live and die 
against all manner of folk. So help me God.” 

It will be noted that fealty stresses mainly the 
question of land, it does not acknowledge royal 
power above the power of the Church; homage 
offers itself completely. The lord is prepared to 
give his lands, his possessions, his life in the service 
of the King. 

Both lay and clerical are uncovered during 
fealty and homage. 

There is one interesting point in George Vi’s 
coronation. The heir to the throne is little Princess 
Elizabeth, and naturally a woman cannot give 
homage, although she may receive it. The words 
would ^ become meaningless in her mouth. It is 
most likely that the Princess’s uncle, Henry Duke 
of Gloucester,- will offer homage on behalf of the 
other members of the royal house. 
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The lCing‘s Champion 

It is sad that splendid customs should die. There 
arc none to mourn the passing of the King’s Jester^ 
and no longer do the Barons of the Cinque Ports 
and the two Ancient Towns of Rye and Winchelsea 
uphold the rich silken canopy above their King; 
when the barons applied at Edward VIPs corona- 
tion for the ceremony to continue, they were told 
that if it should be ^‘His Majesty’s pleasure to have 
a canopy then the Barons of the Cinque Ports are 
entitled to bear it.” Apparently it was not the 
King’s pleasure, for there was no canopy at 
Edward VII’s coronation and there will be none 
at George VPs: it was also absent at George Vs. 
Yet it is an ancient custom and most impressive. 
The canopy used to be of cloth-of-gold or purple 
silk and was carried on four lances or staves 
ringing with tiny silver-gilt bells. The custom 
ceased after the coronation of George IV and has 
not since been revived. The Cinque Port Barons 
in medieval days had another right, that of carrying 
the King ashore on their shoulders, struggling 
through the surf, when he landed in England. And 
while speaking of old dead customs, that which 
strikes many of us as the most heart-breaking is the 
loss of free drink, for in the Middle Ages the con- 
duits of London spouted wine, and beggars could 
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be as drunk as lords and shout with gusto for their 
King. There is not even free beqr nowadays. That 
custom has vanished into the past, together with 
the great canopy sagging above the King’s head 
as the Barons of the Cinque Ports moved slowly 
forward. 

And there is another custom that yet clings a 
little, stripped of its splendour — the right of the 
King’s Champion. To-day he is dressed like a 
herald, but in the Middle Ages and later he 
clanked in full steel, helmeted, ready for battle: 
during the Westminster Hall banquet — also gone 
—that followed the coronation ceremony, the 
challenger -would ride in, his horse trampling the 
sap from rushes, while servitors darted aside. 
Loudly the Champion would shout, sword ready, 
“If any person, of what degree soever, high or lo'^y. 

shall deny or gainsay our sovereign lord King 

of Great Britain and Ireland. Defender of the 


Faith, son and next heir of our sovereign lord 

the last King deceased, to be right heir to the 
imperial crov.n of this realm of Great Britain, or 
that he ought not to enjoy the same: here is his 
hampionj vrho saith that he lieth, and is a false 
tiaitorj being ready in person to combat '.vith nim: 
?? hi this quarrel wdH adventure his life a 
day soever shah, be appon 
^^jin 1 300. Sjj- Xhomas Dymock of ScnrelsoT- 
^ right of the house of 3 

slau ^ 

the ^ and shouted ids cazh 

King. Henrv IV- turned vn" ' 
u need — — e ' - -- r 


agaiiL:!, 
o'nted." 


’Ian 


ana 




lI ^ 


^vere. Sir Thomas.” saia he, I 


i'* 'J , 
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CROWDED KING OF ENGLAND 

in mine own person ease thee of this duty.” It was 
no idle boast. Henry was a determined lighter 
and a brave errant-knight before he wrenched the 
throne from under fickle girlish Richard II. 

Sir Charles Dymock in 1685 was the uncon- 
scious instrument of prophecy, and a very unfor- 
tunate and embarrassed one he must have been. 
Before the court of James II he flung his challenge 
at the diners, uplifting his scintillating unblooded 
sword; and as he shouted, his horse somehow 
stumbled and sent the wretched Sir Charles flat 
on his back in the centre of the hall to lie like a 
beetle, pinned down in the crustacean-like steel. 
“Sec you, love,” cried James’s Queen, Mary of 
Modena, “what a 'weak Champion you have ! ” 

Tins custom of the Champion is deep-rooted in 
medieval histoiy. It derives from tlie ancient Trial 
by Ordeal. Jurists of the early days were too 
astute to trust their fellow-men, they often gave 
the judgment to God. There were various methods 
of testing the rights of a medieval case. If you relied 
on man you underwent trial by purgation, you 
produced a jury of men — the number varied 
according to the magnitude of the crime — who 
swore to your innocence. If unable to do this, you 
threw yourself on the judgment of God and under- 
went trial by ordeal. The chief four of these were 
ordeal by hot iron, by hot water, by cold water, 
and by battle. The accused in the first had to carry 
a pound weight of hot iron for three paces;- his 
hand was then bandaged and was examined three 
days afterwards. If the skin had healed he was 



THE KING^S CHAMPION 

innocent, if it was marked he was doomed. Hot water 
ordeal was, naturally, riot so popular, being more 
difficult to fake; the accused plunged his hand into 
a pot of boding water and drew out a stone. The 
cold water ordeal was perhaps the safest; they 
threw you into a river or pond. If the water re- 
jected you, you were guilty; if you sank, you were 
dragged ashore and declared innocent. The fourth 
ordeal, that of battle, is the basis of the King’s 
Champion, and was never a popular method in 
England. You hired a champion who fought it 
out with another champion and whoever killed 
the other proved his master’s innocence. There 
was too much corruption in this method: poor 
men had no hope against the rich who could always 
hire the greatest bullies. 

Naturally these champions were well-paid, and 
the King’s Champion at coronations had his wages 
too, if he should earn them. Horse, saddle, armour, 
and appurtenances were his reward should he 
battle in the King’s cause, but as there is no record 
of any one being either lunatic or courageous 
enough to accept the gage, no champion ever won 
his payment. 

As with the Barons of the Cinque Ports and 
their canopy, George IV’s coronation was the last 
to which the shining champion came to cry his 
defianee to the people. 


99 



XVII 


History of the Regalia 

Tiir: regalia, all the insignia of royalty, is kept 
in the Wakefield Tower of the Tower of London. 
Tliere, from behind tlie glass, it glitters at you with 
snakes’ eyes — bright and living. So many jewels 
numb one’s mind; it is impossible to absorb their 
beauty or to conceive their wortli. There, an arm’s 
reach off, is greater wealth tlian any millionaire 
could dream of, richer beauty than blinded the 
startled gaze of Ali Baba. It has not always been 
stored in the Wakefield Tower; for a time it rested 
in the Martin To^ver — where Bolleyn can be seen 
scratched into the stone of one wall, tlie work of 
that brave tragic man, George Boleyn, Anne’s 
brother — and before then it was kept in the now 
disappeared Jewel House, a set of medieval build- 
ings that ran to the south almost parallel to the 
great White Tower at the time when the King’s 
and Queen’s apartments existed before Cromwell 
and Charles II tore tliem down. Yet, even before 
then, some of the regalia was stored at West- 
minster Abbey until the thefts became so out- 
rageous that Edward I moved it to the Tower of 
London. 

This great medieval theft of the Crown jewels 
was an extraordinary affair, and the truth has not 
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CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

neath the Chapter-house was stacked with Edward’s 
treasure, and Richard of Pudlicott, hot with fury 
at the loss of his goods, decided to take a little of 
that treasure for himself. His difficulty was that the 
crypt, although not intended as a treasury, was a 
most inaccessible place, its one entrance being 
from the church itself, close to the sacristy. But 
it must be remembered that one of Pudlicott’s 
closest friends was the sacrist, Adam of Warfield. 
Later, stolen property was found in Adam’s 
possession. 

Pudlicott tells us — and here he is by no means 
convincing — that he decided to burrow through 
the very walls of the Abbey. The Abbey walls 
are stout medieval structures, not the kind of 
flimsy modern erections for which a rusty nail 
would be an adequate tool; if Pudlicott did that 
job without being seen or heard, he was a genius. 
He stated that, to hide his progress, he sowed hemp- 
seed in the churchyard to cover the hole; but hemp 
does not spring up in a night, particularly when 
sown at Christmas. He also said that a butcher 
who used the yard for grazing his cattle was told 
that his privilege was withdrawn, and travellers 
were ordered to walk another way. These facts 
were corroborated during the trial, so that the 
work was probably done from both outside and 
inside. Pudlicott tells us, with romantic gusto, 
that after he had bored laboriously through the 
wall on April 24, he entered the crypt, and the 
massed jewels so blinded him that he lay almost 
stunned and in his simple ecstasy was unable to 
drag his eyes away from the twinkling beauty 
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stumbled over plate and jewels in St. Margaret’s 
Churchyard, ^Vestminster: they found them pushed 
up behind tombstones, or shoved into bushes. 
From estminstcr the trail of gold and silver and 
jewels lengthened to distant Kentish Town, while 
outlandish coins appeared on the stalls of mer- 
chants in London and even in Yorh, "where the 
King then was. And the tale was whispered that 
a ga\‘ lady of accommodating temperament and 
opulent charms — the daughter of one Y'illiam 
Russell — had indolently and insolently flashed a 
jewelled ring in tlie eyes of her friends — a present 
she said, from Dom Adam the sacrist, “so that she 
should become liis friend." 

^N'itli die diieves beha\-ing in so reckless a 
manner, flinging queer coins on to the barrels of 
wine-shops and jewels into the laps of prett}’ 
ladies, detection was ineritable. The King was still 
determined to be the Hammer of the Scots, ha\"ing 
stolen dieir Stone of Destiny, and was then in 
Scodand, but he appointed a special commission to 
investigate die affair. On June 20, a formal exam- 
ination of die enpt %\'as made, and the robber)^ 
was exposed. A tliorough search soon brought to 
light much of the missing propert}*, some being 
found beneath the beds of the Keeper of the 
Palace and his assistant, some in the home of 
Pudlicott and ids "wench, Joan, daughter of 
Richard Picard, some in the rooms of Dom Adam 
the sacrist and his brother monks and their 
ser\^ants. A great deal was also returned by people 
who had chanced on odds and ends; actually, 
■^vhen accounting was made, it ^\■as found that verj' 
104 



history of the regalia 

little had been lost, but nearly everybody possibly 
associated with the crime was arrested, including 
Richard of Pudlicott and the whole convent of the 
Abbey, with the abbot and forty-eight monks, all 
being lodged in the Tower of London. 

In medieval times you could not arrest monks. 
One of the great quarrels all through this period 
was between the King and the clergy, the King 
struggling to make all justice purely royal, and the 
clergy insisting that none but themselves should 
judge themselves. Edward could do no harm to the 
abbot and his flock; he could only scare them, yet 
he was determined on some revenge. He managed 
to hang at least the Keeper of the Palace, and five 
others lay accused in March 1 304, nearly a year 
after the burglary. It was realised, however, that 
Pudlicott and Adam the sacrist were the two chief 
rogues, and both were clerks; then Pudlicott for 
some idiotic reason made his incredible confession, 
and took the entire blame. His vanity perhaps 
prompted this, the desire to strut before his fellows, 
that Macheathean failing that most of us possess 
and which creates so many criminals. For more 
than two years after the burglary he was permitted 
to live, probably because his accomplice-monks 
fought to rescue him as he had once been shaved 
for the tonsure; Edward, however, was no weak 
ICing. He hanged Pudlicott, and he moved the 
jewels to the Tower: he had, had enough of the 
honour of monks. 

Since then the Tower has remained the guardian 
of the regalia, except when it is taken from the 
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case to deck a King. The jewels of to-day are not 
the jewels that Pudlicott gloated over, and which 
struck him blind that night he crawled— according 
to his own talc— from the moonlight into darkness 
made alive. Only the spoon and possibly the am- 
pulla remain; the rest was sold by the Common- 
\vealth, resolute to destroy all vestiges of royalty. 
At the same time, the secrecy of the sale suggests 
more than a little a suspicion of graft; and the 
prices realised convince one that many of the 
parliament were more eager to stuff their pockets 
than to rid the State of idolatrous emblems. Here 
is a list of the chief portions of the regalia with 
estimated value : 

^ true and perfect inventory of all the plate and jewels now being 
in the upper Jewel House of the Tower ^ in the charge of Sir Henry 
Mildmay, together with an appraisement of them, made and taken 
the i^tli, 14th, and igth days of August 


The Imperial crown of massy gold, weighing 


7 lb. 6 oz., valued at . 

fiiio 

0 

0 

The queen’s crown of massy gold, weighing 




2 lb. 10 OZ- . 

338 

3 

4 

A small crown found in an iron chest, for- 



8 

merly in the Lord Cottington’s charge 

73 

16 

The gold, the diamonds, rubies, sapphires. 




etc* • • * • • 

355 

0 

0 

The globe, weighing i lb. gk oz. 

57 

TO 

0 

Two coronation bracelets weighing 7 oz. 




{with three rubies and twelve pearls) 

3 ^ 

0 

0 

Two sceptres, weighing 18 oz. 

60 

0 

0 

A long rod of silver gilt, i lb. 5 oz. 

4 

TO 

8 


The forementioned crowns, since ye inventory was taken, are 
according to ord'‘ of par\lid]n^ totally broken and defaced. 
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The inventory of that part of the regalia which are now removed' 
from Westminster Abbey to the Jewel House in the Tower. 


Qiicen Edith's crown, formerly thought to be 
of massy gold, but, upon trial, found to be 
of silver gilt; enriched with garnets, foul 
pearl, sapphires, and some odd stones, 
poiz- 50I 0Z‘, valued at . . • 0 o 


King Alfred's crown of gold wire-work, set 
with slight stones, poiz> 791 at £3 per 


0Z‘ • 1 • • * 

248 

10 

0 

A gold plate dish, enamelled, etc. 

77 

II 

0 

One large glass cup, wrought in figures, etc. . 

102 

15 

0 

A dove of gold, set with stones and pearl. 




polz- 8 ^ oz>, in a box set with studs of 




silver gilt. .... 

26 

0 

0 

The gold and stones belonging to a collar of 




crimson and taffety, etc. . 

18 

15 

0 


One staff of black and white ivory, with a 
dove on the top, with binding and foot of 
gold , . . . . 4 10 o 

A large staff with a dove onf top, formerly 
thought to be all gold, but upon trial found 
to be, the lower part wood within and silver 
gilt without . . . . 2 10 0 


Tivo scepV* one set with pearls and stones, 
the upper end gold, the lower end silver. 
The other silver gilt with a dove, formerly 
thought gold .... 

One silver spoon gilt, poiz. 3 oz. 

The gold of the tassels of the liver-coloured 
robe, weight 4 oz., valued at £8, and the 
coat with the neck button of gold, £2, 
the robe having some pearl, valued at 

£3~inall 

One pair of silver gilt spurs, etc. 


63 16 io\ 
o 16 o 


13 o o 
^ ^3 4 


All these according to order of Parliament 
defaced. 


broken and 


are 
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We also have a list of the old coronation robes 
drawn up at the same time: 

One common tajfelyrobe^very old, valued at . £0100 

One robe, laced with gold lace . . o 10 o 

One liver-coloured silk robe, very old, and 
worth nothing . . . , 000 

One robe of crimson tajfety, sarcenet, valued 
ut . . . . , o g 0 

One pair of buskins, cloth-of-silver and 
silver stockings, very old, and valued at . 026 

One pair of shoes of cloth-of-gold, at . 026 

One pair of gloves embroid'^ w'^ gold, at . 010 

Three swords with scabbards of cloth-of-gold, 
at . . . . . goo 

One old comb of horn, worth nothing ^ . 000 

Total in the chest . . . £4 ii 0 

When Charles II came to the throne there were 
desperate efforts to gather regalia enough for his 
coronation, but all that could be unearthed were 
apparently the spoon and the ampulla; and the 
ampulla without doubt was a second-rate affair, 
not the ancient one used by Henry IV and to which 
was attached the legend of St. Thomas Becket and 
the Virgin Mary. Sir Robert Vyner, the Court 
Jeweller, was commissioned to reconstruct the 
old regalia, and as closely as he could he tried 
to copy the crown, the sceptres, and all else sold 
by the Commonwealth. But the works of Vyner 
would not be recognised to-day. The monarchs 
who followed Charles added to the regalia, 

^ This horn comb, worth nothing, was probably the one used to 
rearrange the King’s hair after anointing. 
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improving it, inserting jewels, until now the 
collection is one of the wealthiest in the world. 

But the new regalia of Charles 11 was not long 
to remain in peace. As the monks of Westminster 
with foolhardy Richard of Pudlicott had burrowed 
through the stone of the Abbey in Edward I’s 
day, so did Colonel Blood wheedle and bribe his 
way into the Tower in the reign of Charles II. 

Colonel Blood was a soldier-of-fortune, a brave 
rogue who would sell his sword to any bidder. 
Of good Irish family. Blood — a J.P. at twenty- 
two —in his time had fought for Charles I., 
for Cromwell, and again for Charles, and had 
driven a fierce conspiracy against the Duke of 
Ormonde for which by some miracle he escaped 
the hanging he deserved. Soldier, conspirator, and 
next divine, he donned the Roman Catholic or the 
Protestant garb as occasion needed. Apparently 
he ^vas a spy for the Crown, but he was a spy for 
whomsoever would pay enough, and the amazing 
climax to his theft suggests that he might possibly 
have learned dangerous State secrets. This theft 
is the great exploit that has carved Blood’s name 
in history; without it he would have remained little 
more tlian an obscure rogue and soldier-of-fortune, 
the attempted brutal murderer of Ormonde. 

He n'as about fifty years of age when, in May 
1671, he carried out the astounding adventure. 
The Master of the Jewel House was then Sir 
Gilbert Talbot, and as his allowance had been 
reduced, he was compensated by the right to 
show the regalia to any one who would pay to see 
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it. Sir Gilbert appointed an old servant, Talbot 
Edwards, to look after the jewels — whieh were 
kept in a recess in the stone wall, guarded by caged 
doors opening outwards— and Edwards must have 
been a very simple fellow— or perhaps Blood 
was a very persuasive one— to have been deceived 
so easily. Tlircc weeks before the robbery. Blood 
arrived at the Tower disguised as a clergyman; 
with him lie brought a wench whom he introduced 
as his wife. On being shown the jewels, this “wife” 
had “a qualm upon her stomach,” and Mrs. 
Ed^vards revived her with a cordial: thereby were 
pleasant relations established — Blood proved liimself 
a compassionate husband, and Mrs. Edwards felt the 
normal alTcctionatc superiority any one would feel 
towards a sick lady. The couple left, promising to 
return shortly. A few days later, Blood appeared, 
burbling with gratitude, and presented Mrs. 
Edwards with a pair of gloves. The friendship was 
now firm, and Blood did not delay long before he 
unwound his subtle plot. He had, he said to 
Edwards, a young nephew wdtli three hundred a 
year in land "whom he ^vished to see settled, and as 
Edwards had a pretty young gentlewoman for 
daughter, why shouldn’t tliey make a match of 
it? Edwards was delighted. Blood remained to 
dine, and gave a most pious grace to the meal; 
after which, on going round the Tower, he noticed 
a brace of pistols on the wall. Being a man who 
cautiously prepared for all emergencies, he did his 
best to buy those pistols, but failed. 

There was a great flurrying in the Martin 
Tower when the day drew near for Blood’s nephew 
no 
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to view, and to be viewed by the rarest of the 
Tower jewels, that pretty young gentlewoman, 
Mistress Edwards. She was dressing in a gown 
specially made for the occasion when, on May 9, 
at seven in the morning, Blood rode to St. 
Catherine’s Wharf, that strip of land^ between 
moat and river; he was still in his clerical garb, 
but the four who rode with him were dressed as 
gallants. There was Blood’s son-in-law, Tom Hunt; 
the spy, Edward Parrot, who nicknamed himself 
Lieutenant; a third unnamed rogue, and a fourth 
who, being the most handsome, was to act the 
part of lover. They gripped canes that held thin 
sword-blades, they had daggers, and pistols ready 
primed. Hunt remained with the horses, and the 
other four entered tlie Tower. The “lover” was 
to stand guard at the door on pretence of waiting 
for his mistress, wliile with Blood the other two 
called on Edwards, telling him that they wished 
to inspect the regalia. Meanwhile the excited 
young gentlewoman, fumbhng upstairs with her 
nc^v gown, was too bashful to appear; she sent 
her maid to spy on the gentlemen and, parti- 
cularly, upon her future bridegroom. The maid, 
seeing the youth guarding the door, returned with 
praises enough to sootlie the fears of the wench, but 
to make more feverish her young heart. 

Edwards produced the jewels and instantly a 
cloak was whipped over his head and a gag stuffed 
into his moutli; they told him then that they were 
taking the regalia wth them, but that they would 
not hurt liim if he did not stir, otherwise they would 
kill liim. Edwards’ answer was to gurgle against 
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the gag and to kick out, whereupon they clubbed 
him into silence and, as he remained defiant 
enough to give a wriggle or two, they drove a knife 
into his belly. Parrot took the orb. Blood the 
crown, and the third rogue started to file the 
sceptre in half so that he could put it in a bag. 
Then, suddenly, at the Tower door appeared 
Edwards’ son; the “lover” asked who he was, 
and on being told, raced upstairs to warn his 
comrades. They could not wait to file the sceptre, 
but taking crown and orb, they fled. 

Old Edwards by some miracle was not killed. 
He struggled up, somehow spat out the gag, and 
yelled, “Treason! Murder!” His daughter, awaiting 
a prettier summons, ran down and called to her 
brother and her brother-in-law Captain Beckman 
— one of the witnesses for the betrothal — who 
raced after Blood and his comrades. A warder tried 
to stop the rogues; Blood fired at him but missed. 
Another warder hid and let them pass. Running 
to their horses, the thieves yelled lustily, “Stop 
the rogues,” but Beckman was close behind. Blood 
fired at him, but again he missed and was thrown 
down. Prone and struggling on the ground, 
captured though he was, he would not surrender 
his booty, and at last when it was wrenched from 
him, he calmly remarked, “It was a gallant 
attempt, however unsuccessful: it was for a crown! 

Parrot, too, was captured; the others rode off, 
but only two escaped. Hunt was soon taken. 

The exploit was cunning and bravely, n 
brutally, executed, but the great mystery of the 
trial remains. The King himself judged Blood, 
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and the prisoner behaved in a most arrogant 
fashion, boasting of his crimes, of how he had tried 
to murder Ormonde, and of how once he had even 
tried to kill the King himself. Yet Charles not only 
pardoned Blood, he showered favours upon. him. 
The mystery remains. Some have insinuated that 
Charles instigated the robbery, others that he 
feared reprisals from Blood’s gang; but it seems 
most likely that Blood possessed state secrets that 
Charles feared might be exposed. ^‘How he came 
to be pardoned,” writes Evelyn after meeting 
Blood at court, “and even received into favour, 
not only after this but several other exploits almost 
as daring, both in Ireland and here, I never could 
come to understand. This man had not only a 
daring, but a villainous unmerciful look, a false 
countenance, but very well-spoken, and danger- 
ously insinuating.” Yet remain he did at court, 
feared by all and hated by many, until he died 
peacefully in Iris bed on August 29, 1680, impeni- 
tent and brave to the last. 


Blood’s effort had one good result; it drew atten- 
tion to the insecurity of the regalia, and it was 
decided to build a special Jewel House, but this 
tinned out to be no safer than the Martin Tower, 
for in 1843 when the nearby Armoury caught 
alight, it nearly brought the regalia to destruction. 
It was rescued by a courageous sergeant who 
rushed in and with the help of yeomen threw the 
jewels clear of danger. They were then taken to 
their present^ home, the Wakefield Tower, where 
1 1C) have since remained in safety except for 
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bombs spat down by Germans during the last war. 
After being nearly hit, they were transported for a 
time to Windsor Castle. 

The present thick glass case in which the jewels 
repose was made by order of Edward VII after 
St. Patrick’s Jewels had been stolen in Dublin. 
He was determined that no such thing should 
happen to the Crown Jewels of England, and 
whatever might be the mysterious devices that 
guard those twinkling gems and brilliant- gold, 
we may take the word of Sir George Young- 
husband that ‘^the inexpert or indeed expert thief 
may certainly count on being guillotined or 
electrocutioned if he makes the attempt to emulate 
Colonel Blood’s adventure.”^ 

^ The Jewel House, by M^’or-General Sir George Younghusband 
(Jenkins), 1921. 



PART TWO 


THE COROHATIOHS OF 
PAST KINGS AND QUEENS 
OF ENGLAND 
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William the First 
1066 

He had conquered at Senlac, killing the brave 
Harold, yet he was not King. The country was 
unsubdued, and William waited at Hastings for 
five days after the battle, hoping for a deputation 
from London. The deputation did not arrive, so 
he decided that if England would not acclaim him 
King, he would force the country to accept him. 
Systematically he set about the task, rewarding 
tliosc cities that opened their gates to his army, 
wrecking vengeance on those that stayed defiant. 
His claim on England was most flimsy; by right of 
birth it was almost non-existent; but neither had 
the claim of his predecessor, Harold II, been 
strong on this point. As a matter of fact, both men 
took the crown of England roughly by the same 
right, by the alleged promise of St. Edward the 
Confessor, the last King of the old line. But while 
Harold’s accession had been by the will of the 
people, voted by the Witan, William backed up 
his demand by force and by the religious claim that 
the country had been given him by the Pope to 
subdue it to the Church of Rome. He edged around 
London, cutting it off from the rest of England. 

Edgar, whose claim to England was the rightful 
one, surrendered his kingship; he headed a deputa- 
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tion to William, offering him the crown and 
swearing homage. William, usually so certain in 
Iris demands, now wavered a littlej he wished his 
beloved duchess to be crowned beside him. She 
was in Normandy and it would be days, perhaps 
weeks, before she could arrive in England, and his 
captains urged on William that should he continue 
the war without becoming King he would remain 
purely an invader, but once crowned all those 
who withstood him would be damned as rebels. 
William gave in to their urging; on December 25, 
he was crowned at Westminster, the second of 
our Kings to be enthroned in the Abbey built by 
St. Edward, Harold, of course, being the first. 

In appearance the Conqueror was of medium 
height, clean-shaven, and sHghtly bald in the 
front. He was fair-skinned and plump, in late years 
he was to grow outrageously fat and to die because 
of it; at the date of his crowning he was forty years 
of age, a brave soldier, a cunning politician, and a 
man of almost incredible strength. He had a bow 
that few could handle, so tightly strung it was, so 
firm the wood. A chronicler records that he could 
aim this bow with his feet, though his method of 
doing this is not explained; perhaps he used it 
somewhat in the manner of a crossbow, putting 
the shaft between his toes and straightening his 
legs. His married life was an extremely happy 
one, except that his sons rebelled in later years 
against his harsh, just rule; but the only record we 
have of a serious quarrel with his Queen Matilda 
was caused by her helping one of these sons when 
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William had declared the lad an enemy. He was 
in fact so chaste that men suspected he was not 
normal before his marriage, but evidently he was 
one of those cold, determined men in whom all 
desires are subordinated to the lust for power. 
History shows us many examples of this type: 
there is one in Europe to-day. 

William was not crowned by Stigand, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. There is a legend that Stigand was 
so strong a patriot that he refused to consecrate a 
usurper. The truth is that William had arrived in 
England with a banner blessed by the Pope, he 
^vas the leader of a crusade to reform the English 
Church, and therefore to accept Stigand would 
have been to throw aside the power this gave him, 
for Stigand was not accepted by Rome. William, 
however, was too cunning a man to irritate the 
conquered nation without cause; he held the 
balance, as was his custom. Stigand participated 
in the ceremony but he did not officiate; that 
honour ^vas given to Eldred, Archbishop of York, 
who had also crowned Harold. 

The Abbey was guarded by Norman horsemen 
on Christmas Day, 1066, when the royal procession 
entered the great doors. First came the clergy 
holding up crosses, then the bishops followed by 
William himself. Stigand and Eldred walked beside 
him; around him strode the great men of Nor- 
mandy and of England: conquered and conquerors 
mingled together, gay Norman and more stolid 
Anglo-Saxon, Within the Abbey, men of both nations 
availed, and they shouted as William strode into 

^19 



CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

the august candle-lit gloom. Norman and English, 
the voices merged in the acclamation; and the 
sincerity of the English need not be doubted very 
gravely. They had seen foreign Kings upon their 
throne before, once the Danes had ruled; and the 
reputation of William for strength and justice 
probably gave them the hope that at last there 
might be peace in their land that had suffered so 
many "wars. They would not have appeared so 
different, the men of these two nations standing 
together in the Abbey; the conception of the small 
squat Norman, dark and brutal, against the tali, 
serious, and noble golden-headed Anglo-Saxon 
should be dismissed. Both races were fair-skinned, 
and under Edward the Confessor the Norman 
culture had seeped thoroughly into England; the 
costumes would be very alike, and the minds and 
appearances of both people were not greatly 
dissimilar. 

A new crown had been made for William. One 
would think that he would deliberately have 
' preferred the ancient crown, but it may have been 
stolen, or perhaps it was considered polluted by 
having rested on the head of Harold who, William 
considered, was a usurper, liar, blasphemer, and 
excommunicate. 

The ceremony differed from Harold’s only in 
one particular; for the first time, when the people 
were asked if they would accept their King, the 
question was put in two languages. Eldred spoke 
first in English, then Geoffrey, Bishop of Coutances, 
asked the same in Norman-French. "Yea, yea, 
King William!” came the answer. The shout 
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must have been something terrific; evidently the 
Anglo-Saxons were determined to prove their 
loyalty, and the Normans were determined to 
show they had the louder voices. At any rate, the 
thunder was sufficient to drive those Normans out- 
side the walls into a panic. They believed that their 
duke was being murdered, and without attempting 
to rescue him, started immediate retribution on 
the English. They set alight to all the houses in 
the neighbourhood. 

The flames glittered through the horn and glass 
windows of the Abbey, flashing colour upon the 
painted and white washed walls, splashing them as 
if ^vith blood. William did not move. English and 
Norman both ran from the church, some to rescue 
their goods, some to join the riot. There was 
plunder to be had, and what Norman, conceived 
in the womb of piracy, could resist that lure? 

Yet William did not move. Alone, amongst the 
officiating clergy, he sat upon the ancient throne of 
England, while Archbishop Eldred dribbled the 
holy oil upon his head, and rod and sceptre were 
put into his hands, and the new gem-brilliant 
crown ^vas placed upon his thinning locks. 
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William the Second 
1087 

Of William’s coronation all we know is that it 
followed the old formula. He was then between 
twenty-seven and twenty-nine years of age, and 
had proved himself a loyal son and courageous 
fighter. The great Lanfranc, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, officiated, and the ceremony was performed 
in the Abbey on Sunday, September 26. On his 
father’s death, William had immediately raced to 
England. His first thought, naturally enough in 
that impious period, was for the royal treasure at 
Winchester. Finding this safe, he sped to Lanfranc 
at Canterbury, and showed him a letter dictated 
by his father on his death-bed, willing to him tlic 
throne, as his elder brother Robert had been dis- 
inherited for rebellion. The claim was accepted at 
once. 

William has been heavily censured by history, 
and it is true that he was homosexual, a blasphemer, 
and a tyrant; but against his tyrannies must be 
set many good points — his sexual and religious 
feelings have nothing to do with him as King — he 
was a brave soldier, very loyal to his father, and 
he was exceptionally chivalrous. 

In figure, he was rather squat and pot-bellied. 
He had a quick and speckled eye, his hair was 
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ycllowy-rcd, and liis face was so fiery that it 
earned him the famous nickname of Rufus. But 
nicknames were common in the Middle Ages; 
William I was known as the Bastard, Henry I as 
the Clerk, Robert the disinherited as Gurthose, 
Hcmy II as Gurtmantle, and so on. It was the only 
distinguishing mark before the days of surnames. 
Tiic famous surname of Plantagenet was based 
on the custom of the father of Henry II, Geoffrey, 
of wearing a sprig of bloom — genet — ^in his cap. 

It "vvas revived as a surname by the Duke of York, 
father of Edward IV, in the fifteenth century. 

The habit of calling men after their birthplaces 
came later: Thomas of Woodstock, John of Gaunt, 
Richard of Bordeaux, Henry of Bolingbroke, and 
others. Thomas Becket, for example — the “a” 
remains a mystery, it was unknown to contem- ' 
porarics— was always called Thomas of London 
or Tliomas of Canterbury. 
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Henry the First 
1 100 

Within four days of his brother’s death, Henry 
was crowned at Westminster on August 5 by 
Maurice, Bishop of London. The main interest of 
this coronation is Henry’s charter that was issued 
very soon afterwards; tHs charter, “the parent of 
all later charters,” served as model for Stephen 
Langton and the barons when they forced the 
wretched John to seal the famous Magna Carta 
on the meadow of Runnymede beside the Thames. 

Henry was very acceptable to the English, for 
he was the only son of the Conqueror born in this 
country, and it is said that he could actually read 
the ancient tongue. But Henry was so cultured a 
man that he astounded his contemporaries by 
being able to read, without help, a letter sent him 
by the King of France. He was also nicknamed the 
Lion of Justice, and if his justice was strict, it was 
certainly impartial. A shrewd and rather selfish 
man, he was a great King and an omnivorous lover 
of women. His mistresses were apparently so 
numerous that they could scarcely be counted, and 
they included wenches of all nations. 

Like his father and brother, he was not a big 
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man and, like them, he was tliick-set and plumpish. 
He had kind eyes and a black fringe that almost 
reached the brows. When crowned, he was not 
yet thirty-two; he was abstemious and slept like 
lead, except that he snored. 
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Stephen 

1135 

Stephen was actually a usurper. Henry I, when 
his son William ^vent down with his drunken 
comrades in the IVh'te Ship, decreed that his 
daughter Matilda should succeed him to the 
throne of England. He made the clergy and barons 
s\vear an oath of allegiance to her as their future 
Lady. Stephen took the oath gladly, but that did 
not stop him on Henry’s death from racing 
straight to England. He was of direct descent from 
William I, his mother being William’s daughter 
Adela, while liis wife was the granddaughter of 
King Malcolm of Scotland and Queen Margaret 
who was a descendant of the old Anglo-Saxon 
Kings. England did not want the rule of a 
woman, and although it can scarcely be said that 
it welcomed Stephen, it accepted him. 

He was crowned at Westminster on Thursday, 
December 26, by William of Gorbeil, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, although William at first did not 
wish to perform the ceremony. Stephen’s brother 
Henry, however, was the Bishop of Winchester 
and he, with the aid of Roger, Bishop of Salisbury, 
overcame William’s scruples. 
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Stcplicn ^vas morally a weak man with enor- 
mous physical strengtli. Apparently he was also 
exceptionally handsome. Beyond that, we know 
practically nothing of liis appearance or manners, 
except that he had a weak voice. 



V 


Henry the Second 

1154 

F OR six weeks after the death of Stephen, England 
had no King. At least, it had no King in the 
country, for Henry FitzEmpress, son of Matilda 
and Geoffrey Plantagenet, was besieging a re- 
bellious castle in Normandy. Stephen had promised 
Henry the throne, and now his friends urged him 
to hurry to England lest the barons revolt. It was 
typical of Henry that he answered contemptuously 
that they wouldn’t dare, and calmly continued 
with the task of pounding the castle into dust. He 
knew his own strength and abilities and feared 
neither man nor God, except when ill. As St. 
Bernard once said of him, “From the devil he came 
and to the devil he will go” — a reference to the 
legend, of which Richard I, Henry’s son, boasted 
during the Crusades, that the Plantagenets had 
a demon-ancestress. And their behaviour did not 
belie the boast. 

On December 19, at Winchester, Henry was 
“crowned and consecrated with becoming pomp 
and splendour, amidst universal rejoicings, which 
many mingled with tears,” and the excited 
chronicler bursts into rhapsodic verse, prose being 
of no further use to commemorate so glorious an 
event. After that, he ends his work by stating that 
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-the accession of a new King demands a new 
Book.” Either the writer, Henry of Huntington, 
then an old man, died, or he decided that, under 
so wise a King, England was safe and that there 
was nothing further worth writing about. His pen 
had already recorded so many torments under the 
reign of Stephen that it must have been with 
gratitude and thanks to God that he threw it 
aside. Abruptly, his chronicle ends. 

Henry II was indeed a great man. A demon of 
activity, seeming to prove that there must have 
been some truth in the old legend, he was a scholar, 
a soldier, and a statesman. When not working or 
lighting, he read or discussed recondite subjects 
with wise men. His retinue almost rebelled under 
his hard rule, for his own energy was so tireless 
tliat he was unable to realise that others might 
suffer fatigue. With sores on his legs from riding, 
with hands still wet with blood from the hunt, he 
would sit down to eat, gulping his food hurriedly 
as a waste of time ivhen the world offered so many 
great and adventurous deeds for the performing, 
promised so much wisdom worth the learning. 
Slovenly dressed, limping with liis ingrowing toe- 
nail, he roved about England and Normandy, 
demanding from others that which his own terrific 
\’itality made easy until liis followers faltered 
behind him. 

He tvas only Uventy-one when he became King 
of England. He was stocky, of medium height, 
with prominent grey eyes that could, we are told, 
be as tender as a dove’s when he was in a friendly 
mood, or when one of his gigantic rages pricked 

* I2p 



CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

him on, could glitter malevolently like fire. His 
red hair he cropped close in terror of baldness — 
probably the only thing that ever frightened him, 
except God, when he was ill — ^his voice was high- 
pitched, harsh, crackling from key to key. Bull- 
necked, broad-shouldered, his arms drooped like 
an ape’s, and it is said that there was something 
‘‘lion-like” in his round, fair, freckled face. So 
uncontrollable were his tempers that he fled lest 
he tear out men’s eyes when they angered him; he 
ravished his son’s betrothed and — like Henry I — 
broke a sacred knightly trust by seducing a hostage. 
It was said that “he was more tender to dead 
soldiers than to the living,” and that he knew 
“almost all histories” that existed. Ever it seemed 
he had weapons of war in his hands, or if not 
weapons of war then books. And apparently he 
could draw, for we are told that he sketched 
during Mass, grudging even that time to God. 

A great man and a great King: England had 
need of such after the anarchy of Stephen’s rule — 
or rather, his lack of rule. 
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Richard I 
1189 

By treachery, Bichard had driven his father to 
his death. Coldly he gazed upon the old man s 
corpse which, chroniclers tell us, exuded blood at 
his entrance, then he sailed for England. Over 
six-feet tall and well-built, Bichard had a reddish 
face and golden hair and beard; broad-shouldered, 
long-shanked, his head was small, with thin under- 
lip, the nose firm and straight. With his brother 
John, Richard, after seeing his father’s body at 
Fontevrault, sailed for England on August 12, 
1189. First, as was usual, he rushed to Win- 
chester to seize whatever treasure was left, then 
on September 3, his coronation took place. 

It was a splendid coronation. On a chair, prob- 
ably on a raised platform, Richard faced the throne 
of England. He was disrobed, and stood in shirt 
and breeches, a magnificent figure with his golden 
licad and long limbs, while he was anointed. Slits 
had been made in the shirt for the purpose, and 
through these slits the Archbishop consecrated him 
with holy oil, touching him on either shoulder. 
The chrism was dripped upon his head, which 
ivas tlicn s\vathcd in a coif and had to remain 
bound for eight days so that not a drop of that 



CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

precious mixture of holy oil and balsom— used only 
for baptism, confirmation, and ordination — ^might 
be lost. Tunic and dalmatic were next drawn 
over his broad shoulders, the cap of maintenance 
was tugged over the chrismale that bound his 
head, and gold-laced sandals were slipped upon his 
feet. Next came the spurs, the sword, the stole and 
mantle; after which he was led to the altar; there 
he gave his oath to keep the laws, and then re- 
ceived the crown. He passed it to the Archbishop, 
who placed it above the cap of maintenance. Now 
was ^chard of Normandy King of England. The 
ring was put upon his finger; the sceptre and rod 
were given to him, while the Te Deum was sung, 
and he sat upon the throne. 

Everything apparently was going excellently, 
but that was only inside the Abbey. Outside, there 
was murder. The laws against Jews in the Middle 
Ages, that period of often blind faith, were very 
strict; they were tolerated as useful creatures from 
whom Kings could milk money, for it was anti- 
Christian to deal in usury. Therefore all money- 
lending fell to the Jews; they were hated but feared, 
and lived under royal patronage only. We must 
not consider the medieval Jew as a whining Isaac 
such as Scott portrayed; when he kept the King’s 
favour he was powerful and arrogant. On this 
occasion of Richard’s crowning, some were arro- 
gant — or perhaps foolish — enough to try to enter 
the Abbey with gifts — sacrilege for an unbeliever 
to pollute a Christian church, and besides, Richard 
had strictly forbidden their coming. The poor 
wretches were murdered on the spot, and with 
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gusto the murderers sought further wealthy 
London turned out for a joyous pogroir 
murder, rape, and robbery. The citizens, lu 
the “liking [pleasing] tidings” in the city, 
with staves to destroy the Jews. And the p 
raving and crying, brake up the house whei 
Jews were y-flown for dread, and burnec 
spoiled and took what they might, and woul 
leave for the King’s sending.” Richard did hii 
but long-stored resentment against usury w; 
powerful to dam once it had burst the bound: 
day after the coronation “the King sent h 
vants and took those evil-doers who burne 
city — not for the Jews’ sake, but for the s£ 
the houses and goods of Christians which the 
burned and despoiled also — and some of th< 
hanged.” All over England spread these 
tidings,” the war-cry of the pogrom, the i 
prcssiblc hatred of the Jew — the world’s scaj 
then as he is to-day. In every city in En 
except Winchester, the Je^vs were slaughter! 
York there was the most horrible massacre 
Four hundred of them hid in one of the 
towers until, escape being hopeless, “after ; 
siege and great mischief and woe, Rabbi, ] 
of Jews, for-cut the veins of four hundred 
and his own veins also, and his wife’s t 
Also at Stamford, Jews rvere y-beaten, y-slai: 
y-spoiled.” 

For months the pogrom went on, until 
Richard managed to stem it and demanc 
from the various towns. And all because 
coronation, which should have been so jo-' 
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festival, a Jew “was y-smitten with a man’s fist” 
as he strove foolishly to enter the Abbey. 

Richard was crowned a second time, on the first 
Sunday after Easter, April 17, 1194, following his 
return from captivity. It has been suggested that this 
unusual second coronation was because, during 
his absence, his brother John had attempted to 
usurp his throne, but the true reason was obviously- 
caused by Richard’s having been forced to give 
homage to the Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire to escape from imprisonment. To efface 
this shame, and to be reborn as King, Richard 
was again anointed — this time at Winchester. 
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VII 


John 

1199 

Of John’s coronation we know almost nothing, 
except that a bishop protested because, said he, 
they should have waited for the Archbishop of 
York to be present; and that John did not com- 
municate afterwards. Only one other King of 
England failed to communicate at his crowning, 
and that was James II; both suffered, and perhaps 
the superstitious can scarcely be blamed for tracing 
omens in such accidents. 

Tlie ceremony took place at Westminster on 
May 27. 

John was a smallish, plump man, strongly 
built, ^vith thick curly hair that soon thinned until, 
towards the end of his life, he was practically bald. 
But after suffering so tormented a reign, that can 
well be understood; he also later grew very fat. 
His skeleton was measured in 1797, and gave a 
height of live feet six inches. 

The Angevin demoness was strong in John’s 
blood. Like father, Henry II, and brother, 
Richard I, his rages were terrible to watch. He 
would roll upon the ground biting at legs of chairs 
and chewing up pieces of straw. He was lecherous 
and gluttonous and lazy; always daintily dressed, 
a dandy, he loved rich wines and sweet music. 
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Yet when occasion served, he was a splendid and 
brave soldier; the weakness in his character were 
provoked by the nickname bestowed on him by his 
own father — that of Lackland. A youngest son, 
every one of his ambitions was frustrated. He 
seemed from birth doomed to a miserable penniless 
existence; then by extraordinary chance, gangrene 
in the shoulder of Richard, the throne of England 
fell to him. He had schemed to attain that ambi- 
tion, and now that it was attained, it seemed value- 
less; better than all the power in the world, he felt, 
was to lie slugabed with his small twelve-year- 
old wife, Isabel, whom he had stolen from her 
betrothed. 
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VIII 


Henry III 
1216 

XiiE barons had called in the aid of France against 
their ICing, John, and the French King had sent 
his son Louis to take the crown. The south of 
England was in the hands of the French, therefore 
when John died in agony at Swineshead Abbey 
after the Wash had sucked in his baggage and his 
troops, it was too dangerous for the nobles to carry 
his son for hallowing at Westminster. It is said 
that the crown of England disappeared with John’s 
otlier baggage in the quicksands:' that may be true, 
but it is equally possible that the crown was safe 
at Winchester or Westminster; at any rate, Henry 
was made King on Friday, October 28, with "a 
sort of chaplet” in the Abbey church at Gloucester. 

Standing before the high altar with the Bishop 
of Bath, the nine-year-old King piped out the 
oath “that he would give honour, peace, and 
reverence to God and His Holy Church and its 
ministers all tlic days of his life. Also he swore that 
he would show strict justice to the people committed 
to him, that he would destroy evil laws and unjust 
customs, if there were any in liis realm, and would 
observe the good and make everyone else obseiwe 
them. Then he did homage to the most holy 
Koman Ciiurch and to Pope Innocent for the 
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kingdoms of England and Ireland^ and he swore 
that so long as he held his kingdom, he would 
faithfully pay the thousand marks which his father 
had bcsto^vcd upon the Roman Church. When this 
had been done, Peter, Bishop of Winchester, and 
Jocclin, Bishop of Bath, anointed him as King, and 
solemnly crowned him with canticles and chants 
which arc ^vont to be sung at the coronation of 
Kings.” 

It will be noticed that loyalty to the Church 
comes before loyalty to the people — a lesson always 
thoroughly remembered by Heniy, and which 
created a mighty rebellion led by Simon de 
Montfort. The “bestowal” of money on the 
Church ^vas, of course, John’s ransom of England. 
When the barons had John cornered, he swiftly 
outmanoeuvred them by giving England to the 
Pope and tlien buying it back again at a fixed 
yearly sum. That ransom was to be the cause of 
continual bickerings for centuries until Edward 
Ill’s parliament put a stop to it. 

Little Henry III ^vas to grow up into a weak, 
vacillating, miserable creature who looked upon 
England purely as a source of revenue for himself 
and his guardian the Pope. Of his personal appear- 
ance we know little except that his left eyelid 
drooped so far that it almost concealed the pupil, 
and tliat he was of medium height, and fattish. 

At Westminster, on Sunday, May 17, 1220, 
he was again anointed with full ceremonial by 
Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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IX 


Edward the First 
1274 

When his father died, Edward was far away, 
homeward bound from his futile crusade in the 
Holy Land. He was then in Italy and Sicily, and 
the ne\vs of Henry’s end followed swiftly on tidings 
that his own son had died; Edward’s host was 
amazed to see that his guest’s sorrow was deeper at 
the loss of his father than at that of his son. Edward 
answered that he could get more sons but never a 
second father, and with all his faults — and they 
were many — Henry III had been a tender and 
loving parent. He died on November 16, 1272, 
and it was not until August 2, 1274, that Edward 
landed in England to be erowned at Westminster 
on the 19th, 

His Queen was crowned with him, and this is 
the first occasion on which King and consort were 
crowned together in Westminster Abbey, Henry II’s 
^nd Eleanor’s coronation being at Worcester — 
and wc are not really certain if Eleanor was 
picscnt, although she probably was. It was a 
splendid gathering that rode through London 
on that day. Robert Kilw^ardby, Archbishop of 
'anterbury, officiated. All the great men of 
nigland ^ \verc present, vdth the King’s two 
^roi icrs-in-law, Alexander, King of Scotland, and 
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JoJin, Duke of Bretagne. On the following day, 
Alexander paid homage, yet towards Scotland 
Edward’s reign was one of the most brutal that 
that country had ever known. 

We have records of the coronation feast: 380 
head of cattle were slaughtered, while 430 sheep, 
450 1 8. wild boars, 20,000 capons or fowls, and 

278 flitches of bacon were eaten. So reckless was 
the King’s largess that, although special buildings 
had been erected, the crowd overswelled the area, 
and the feasting had to be prolonged for days to 
give each a bellyful. In London, glowing tapestries 
swayed against the walls of houses, banners flew 
from ^vindo^vs, ^vomen showered down kisses and 
the wealthy men gold coins, while wine gushed 
from the conduits. The gifts did not come only 
from the citizens, for we learn that “when the 
King was seated on his throne. King Alexander of 
Scotland came to do him worship, and with him 
an hundred knights, mounted and accoutred: and 
when they had alighted off their horses, they let 
the horses run wdierever they willed, and those 
who could catch them might keep them. And after 
these came Sir Edmund, the King’s brother; and 
with him the Earl of Gloucester; and after them 
came the Earl of Pembroke and the Earl Warenne; 
and each of these led an hundred knights, they 
also, when they had dismounted, let their horses 
loose, and those able to take them kept them to 
their liking.” 

That must have been a splendid day in the 
grounds of Westminster, with the superb horses, 
vivid in their painted trappings, high wooden 
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saddles on ihcir backs jerking against the girths, 
and the thick reins slapping freej horses kicking, 
prancing, as the mob surged on them. Many a 
])rokcn skull and limb there must have been, 
with blood flecking the horses’ coats and sinking 
into the ground: largess indeed in kingly style, 
for horses were a more than valuable commodity 
in the Middle Ages. 

Edward has been hailed as probably the greatest 
of all our Kings; but our admiration for him must 
be tempered by the realisation that he left a bank- 
rupt country facing an apparently endless war 
with Scotland. He was a just, cruel man revolving 
on his own enormous belief in himself that blinded 
him to the feelings or ambitions of other men. It 
Nvas this that made him great, as it made Henry V 
great — the arrogant belief that he was almost 
divine, an emissary from God sent to bring justice 
and peace to earth. If Wales and Scotland rebelled 
because he swept aside their ancient laws and 
instituted his own, he was genuinely puzzled 
because to him his laws were the better, the others 
seemed barbarous. These laws that have earned 
him the title of the English Justinian were, in fact, 
little more than a codification of old English laws, 
he fixed them and brought them up to date. This 
in itself was a very great achievement, but the 
really great achievement of his reign was the fruit 
of another man’s dreams. Parliament may have 
appeared under Edward I, but it had been born 
in the ^vars of the great Simon de Montfort, whom 
Edward liimsclfhad killed. 
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Edward looked the perfect King when at the 
age of thirty-three he was crowned at Westminster. 
Nicknamed Longshanks, he was extremely tall and 
held himself straight. Oval-faced, broad-chested, 
wide-browed, and strong-nosed, the only blemish 
to his countenance was the drooping eydid 
inherited from his father. His hair and beard 
were of golden curls, and his strong teeth were 
whole until he died, which must have been almost 
a miracle in the Middle Ages, that era of sweet, 
soppy foods. He stuttered very badly except when 
his subject gripped him; then such was his eloquence 
that men would die beneath his banner or weep 
for pity at his woes. 

When all is said of Edward, even if he were not 
so great as one readily assumes, he had the swift 
intelligence to choose brilliant ministers and to 
seize as his own and to act upon the cunning ideas 
of others. 

After all, there is little else we can demand from 
any King. 
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Edward the Second 
1308 

When, on Fcbruaiy 25, Edward was to be crowned 
with liis newly married Queen, Isabel of France, 
there ^vas an unexpected hitch in the proceedings. 
That morning the barons and prelates met, and 
in the manner of righteous men argued solemnly 
together about the King’s behaviour. Edward, 
like most sons, was not from his father’s mould; he 
was of a different make and cared little for the 
war with Scotland that had so obsessed the old, 
dead man that as a dying command he laid its 
continuance upon his son. Young Edward was 
definitely homosexual, but so had been Richard I 
and William II, and their morals had only out- 
raged a few churchmen like the sainted Anselm 
when he cursed the girlish followers of Rufus. But 
Edward II was not a soldier — although brave 
enough — while both the others had been fierce 
fighting-men who gloried in bloodshed. Edward 
preferred low-caste games and company to solemn 
co\mcil-chambcrs where methods of extortion 
could be discussed or to battlefields on which 
tlicy could be put into violent practice. He liked 
drinking, singing, and acting; he liked to hammer 
:ii metal-work, and even, when the peculiar fit 
look him, to dig ditclics and thatch houses or to 
booze with sailors. The nobles might have stood 
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all this, but they could not tolerate the King’s 
favourite companion, young Peter— or Piers— 
Ga^'Cston. Gaveston came of good family although 
not of the noblest; he was flamboyant, most 
cruelly ^vitty— unforgivable sin to dull-minded 
warriors who argued only with axes and s^vords ; 
he bewildered the nobles by not using liis position of 
favourite as a means for graft, and he drove them 
to madness by actually daring to defeat them at a 
tournament. On Edward’s accession, he had been 
banished from the realm, and one of Ed^vard’s 
first royal acts ^vas to recall his friend. It ^vas for 
this reason that tlie prelates and lords met on the 
morning of his coronation. 

"When the Queen came to England, she brought 
\vith her her two powerful uncles, Charles and 
Louis, and they hated Gaveston on sight for their 
niece’s sake. Before tliem and tlie Queen, the 
council demanded of tlie King tliat he banish 
Gaveston; other^vise, they said, tlie coronation 
would not be cai'ried tlirough. All that Ed^s'ard 
could ans^ver, being taken at such a disadvantage, 
was to promise to obey tlie next pai'liament if 
tliey would let tlie coronation continue. To this 
tlie ti'iumphant council agreed, and immediately 
tlie King appointed Gaveston to carrj’^ the cro^sm 
chief of tlie insignia — ^in the public procession. 

The coronation •^vas a patlietic failure, and the 
nobles were furtlier outraged because Gaveston 
outshone them in his dazzling clotlies of purple 
se^vn wdtli pearls; even the proud, luxuiious French- 
men seemed taAvdry beside his splendour. Hold- 
ing tlie crowm of England on a velvet cusliion, 
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Gavcston was a figure that none could ignore; 
insolently amongst the barons who hated him he 
strode towards the King who loved him. And not 
only the crown, the left spur was also given him 
to clip upon the King’s heel. 

Everything possible went wrong with the cere- 
mony. The crowd was so huge that it pushed over 
a brick wall in the quire, crushing a knight to 
death. And the banquet was a disgraceful muddle. 
The kitchen was stuffed with enough food to satisfy 
a besieged garrison, but the servitors were either 
careless or grossly understaffed; half the gathering 
had nothing to eat. 

So began one of the most tragic reigns in history, 
concluding with a murder so diabolic that most 
historians dare do little except to hint at its method. ' 
It is true that Ed^vard deserved most of the tragedy 
that came upon him. He was weak in his love, and 
although a kind and trusting man, his favourites 
and a vindictive murderous wife dragged him to 
destruction. 

He “was a man of fine person, of great physical 
strength, but of no settled character,” and had 
just passed twenty-three when he succeeded to the 
(hronc. Tall, graceful, and handsome, the pathetic 
weak King dragged his own doom upon liim; but 
it must not be forgotten that the legacy bequeathed 
him by his giant of a father was enough to destroy 
the will even of a stronger man than Edward II. 

\Vc must not judge ICings too harshly: their 
temptations arc greater than ever we could under- 
stand: their task must often become intolerable. 
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Edward the Third 


1327 

At the age of (ifteenj Echvard III was proclaimed 
King of I’^nglancl and was crowned on February i, 
altlioiigh liis father still lived, a prisoner, soon to be 
foully murdered. Before the lad could be crowned, 
the father had to be deposed, and a deputation 
of bishops waited on the wretched Edward II at 
Kenilworth. He reviled them as traitors. He tore 
his clothes, and lay sobbing on the rush-stre\vTi 
Boor. Tiicy lifted him to his feet and held him up 
as the bishops continued; they pointed out that 
it was not a question of his ever being ICing again, 
it was a question of his son becoming ICing; either 
he abdicated, or his line ^vouId be blotted from 
England. To that, there was only one answer — 
abdication. By this act the father sealed his death- 
warrant, but he made his son liis heir. Altliough 
young Ed^vard ^vas allegedly King, the true ruler 
of England was now his motlier’s lover, Roger 
Mortimer. Later, when he gre^v old enough to 
understand the truth, Edward III took his revenge: 
he killed Mortimer, slayer of liis fatlier. 

“ Then was crowned with a royal crown at 
the palace [abbey] of Westminster beside London 
the young King Edward the Third, who in his 
days after was right fortunate and happy in arms. 
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So says Froissart, giving little hint of- the terrible 
tragedy there was behind the royal coat-of-arms 
that hung beliind the chair of Edward, nor that 
the crown was soon to be dyed in the blood of the 
father.. To prove to the populace that this was no 
usurpation, but a rightful inheritance, medals 
were struck and thrown into the crowd. On the 
obverse of these medals was an image of the young 
King, cro^vncd, his sceptre resting on a cushion of 
hearts, with the inscription. He gives laws to a willing 
people', on the reverse was a hand taking a crown 
falling out of heaven, witli the inscription. He does 
not snatch it — he receives it. 

The sword and sliicld-of-state in the Abbey 
alleged to be Edward I’s are said to have been for 
the first time carried before Edward III at this 
coronation. 

After revenging his father’s murder, Edward set 
himself to become a perfect King, and he succeeded 
according to the medieval standard. Gaudily 
dressed, heroic in war, gallant at court, he typified 
the ideal medieval knight until he fell into liis 
dotage and into the arms of rapacious fascinating 
Alice Ferrers. 

Although not so tall as father and grandfather, 
Edward was strongly made, with “the face of a 
god.” 
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CROWNED KING OF ENGLAND 

outside Buckingham Palace a huge crowd waited 
until their new King came to the balcony, drawing 
his Queen after him by the hand. So tumultuous 
was the acclamation that soldiers on guard forgot 
all discipline, the officers even drew their swords and 
waved the naked blades flickering in the moonlight. 

Thus began a reign that will always remain most 
honourably in the annals of England. The people’s 
first doubts were soon dispelled, and through the 
ghastly war years the figure of their King kept 
courage and loyalty strong. It was his quiet dignity, 
his brave unflinching manner effacing actuality and 
never turning aside from the greatest of horrors, 
that gave such strength to England. 

Now, after the tragic abdication of Edward VIII, 
his second son reaches our throne as George VI. 
Like his father, George VI was Duke of York, both 
were called unexpectedly to their high exhausting 
office, and both had the misfortune to follow 
brilliant and beloved Kings. 

It is certainly not too much to believe that 
George VI will prove, as his father proved, that 
despite the misfortune of succeeding a most 
popular King, England is safest in the hands of 
an honest, painstaking, and courageous ruler. 

We can well cry, as will the lucky ones in the 
Abbey when the crown rests upon the head of 
King George the Sixth, 

God save the King! 

Long live the King! 

May the King live for ever! 
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